Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



•^ 



.-<' 



THE NEW YORK 

PUBLIC library; 

MTOft, LENOX AND \ 
Tn-OtN f-OUWDATlONS- i 

1899. » 




Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1832, by- 

RUSSELL STREETER, 

in the Clerk's office of the District Court of Massachusetts, 



\- 



INTRODUCTION. 



In the following Letters, nothing is stated in regard to the 
protrcLcted meeting in this town, but what is literally true. Hav- 
ing been an eyt-wUnesa^ I speak what I know^ and testify what 
I have seen. And never, in the course of my ministry, have I 
performed a service, with a more sacred regard to the public 
good, than I now do, in committing these sheets to the press, 
r^ot a sentence has been written, but that, so far as moral feel- 
ing and inUh are concerned, I should be willing to hear on 
my death-bed. Errors and contradictions are exposed, because 
the circumstances of the case rendered it necessary ; and not 
from any unkindness towards the preachers addressed. If, in 
a few instances, I am somewhat severe in my remarks, it is at 
most, merciful severity ; coming vastly short of the deserts of 
the reproved. 

In my replies to various reasonings, I have kept as clear as 
possible from the beaten track of controversy. Instead of put- 
ting down the pvlpii use of the word heU, by appealing to the 
Bible and orthodox commentators, I have adopted the shorter 
method of refuting opponents on their own ground. Having 
given their own statements, and compared and contrasted them, 
if it does not make out as great a curiosity as has appeared, 
since Solomon decided that there was * nothing new under the 
sun,' then I am mistaken. 

The remarkable facts and astonishing JVews which are re- 
corded in these letters, as revealed at 3ie Four-days wheeling, 
ought to be circulated far and wide. The means for getting up 
spcwnodic revivals are the Same, all over the country. Hence, 
tnis antidote will an swer for one place as well as another. It 
is adapted to every meridian. The whole story is told ; the 
methods for raising frantic excitements are made bare ; the 
witch-robe of 'the mystery of iniquity' is torn off; the ^head of 
the serpent' of modem incantations is *cut asunder' by *thft 
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sword of the spirit' Let the candid of all denominations, post- 
pone judgment, till they have read and examined for themselves, 
and we fear not the result. 

Some devotees of stLb-calvinism who heard the sermons, or a 
part of them, but could not, an hour after, so much as remem- 
ber the text, will doubtless condemn this review, unseen, and 
pronounce it false. But I appeal to the Preachers, in a respect- 
ful manner, and to them only, for corrections. They will not 
be so unjust as to accuse me without exhibiting their sermons ; 
for each of which, I will pay a generous price ! Is not that^air ? 

As to the title, ' Latest J^ews from Three Worlds,^ &c. I can 
only say, it was the most appropriate that occurred to me. It 
will be found, on examination, that the ministers herein ad- 
dressed, divulged many things, which are not so much as nam- 
ed in the Scriptures. They were as familiar with ' heaven and 
hell,' in a future state, as Swedenhorg, the French Proghets, 
modern New-lights, or even the in-famous Cochran himself! 
As the inteljigence they brought forth, differed from that of all 
.their predecessors, I call their reports the Latest JVews; and put 
them to a fair, manly examination. 

Shkley ViUage, 1st J^(yv. 1832. 
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LETTER I. 



To Rev, J. jR. Cashing, 

CALVINIST MINISTER OF BOXBOROUGH, MASS. 

(Qaeries conoeraing God*s Purpose in Creating; His Desires, Anger, &c.) 

Mt Dear Sir ; 

As I have had the pleasure of a momentary acquain- 
tance with you, since I wrote you on the 1st instant, 
you will excuse me from using any great formality in 
presenting you this communication. My feelings were 
altogether friendly when I repelled the unfounded char- 
ges you had published against me, and they are no less 
so, in addressing you on the present occasion. Permit 
me then, as I have no enmity to revenge, nor grudges 
to gratify, to call your attention to the substance of the 
sermon which you preached in this town, at the opening 
of the late four-days meeting. My limits forbid my 
doing more than merely to present an epitome of the 
discourse, though I could, if necessary, write it out in 
full, and nearly verbatim. 

The text was appropriate, viz. John 11: 56.* * What 
thinJc ye 1 thai he will not come to the feast V Al- 
though it appeared singular to me that you did not feel 
the inspiration of your subject enough to read it after the 
manner of asking questions, yet I assure you, Sir. that 
your apparent sincerity and meekness more than atoned 
for the deficiency. Having mentioned * the feast and 
the guests' at which Jesus was expected, you applied 
the text by way of accommodation, to the occasion on 
which we had convened, thus :•—* 

1* 
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1st. You considered Christ as the author of the feast. 
He had prepared the gospel feast at immense cost and 
sacrifice. Though he was rich, yet he became poor, &c. 
That he laid aside the immortal glories of heaven, came 
down to earth and suffered and died, to prepare a rich 
and glorious feast, for poor, perishing sinners, &c. &c. 

2dly. It was always expected that he who prepared 
a feast for his friends, at vast expense and labor, would 
be present and preside at it, to welcome those whom he 
had invited, he. And so it was with Christ. He would 
certainly come and meet his friends who had assembled 
on that first day of the feast, and remain with them, 
through the 2d, 3d, and 4th days, and to the close. You 
designated the friends of Christ by referring to his words, 
^ Ye are the light of the world, — ye are the salt of the 
earth, &c. not ye ought to be ; but ye are. They were 
such as really loved God with all the heart, and their 
neighbors, and even enemies^ as themselves, &c. 

3dly. Jesus would be present to recognize his ene- 
mies as well as his friends ; to see if there were any 
there, who had not the wedding garment on ; and, if 
there were any, to disown them and cast them olF, that 
they might depart at the judgment day, into utter dark- 
ness, &c. That while Christ would greet his friends 
and all penitent sinners with approving smiles, he would 
pour out his anger upon ungodly foes. 

Your inferences were, that God is infinitely benevo- 
lent — extremely desirous that sinners should repent im- 
mediately, and escape his own wrath ! that he has made 
ample provision for the salvation of the whole world, 
and, if any finally perish and endure his anger forever, 
it will be their own fault, as God is not only willing, but 
extremely anxious to have them all repent and be saved. 
And lastly, that it is awfully dangerous to neglect the 
calls of the gospel to immediate repentance ; for God is 
angry with the wicked every day, and may cut them off 
at any moment, from all means of salvation, and doom 
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them to endure the fire of his wrath in hell forever, &c. 
fee. &c. 

Now, Sir, let me propose a few plain and easy ques- 
tions, in reference to the above. 

First. How did you learn that Jesus Christ appointed 
or authorized that protracted meeting ? That part of 
your discourse was news to me. Please show your au- 
thority for making such a report. It is seriously ques- 
tioned and disputed. Second. Are you, Mr. Gushing, a 
rank Arminian ? Do you deny God's having a definite 

Eurpose in bringing every human being into existence ? 
)id He create beings without /fTiomng- what the^naZ des- 
tiny of each wouldhe} Certainly not. Well, can the rfeir 
tiny of one soul in the universe, be different firom what 
God knew it would be, from everlasting? Now, Sir, 
turn which way you will, the result will be equally dis- 
astrous to your sermon. To say that God had no pur- 
pose in the creation of beings destined to exist eternal- 
ly, is to charge .Him foolishly ; but to say God purposed 
what he knew would not come to pass, is, if possible, 
still worse. For we cannot conceive of any thing more 
absurd and foolish, than for any being to lay a plan and 
attempt to execute it, when he knows it will be defeat- 
ed. And yet, you represented the Deity as acting with 
less decision, thsxi Arminians generally do. If you 
have abandoned Calvinism, haul down your colors like 
an honest man, and abandon the name. — Third. Do you 
really believe that any human being will be eternally 
miserable ? I do not ask you concerning jour fears that 
some are exposed to such a fate. But do you believe 
that doctrine ? Suppose you say, — ' Yes ! I believe Ju- 
das is finally lost !' Well, now let us hold converse as 
at the bar of God. Would you. Sir, act so inconsist- 
ently, so unwisely, as to use any means whatever to re- 
claim one, who, you conscientiously believed, would cer- 
tainly be damned ? Most surely not. All pretensions 
of that kind would be shidlow and false, being opposed 
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to your simple belief. In what light then do you ex- 
hibit your Creator, when he is making a rich feast at in- 
finite expense, for souls which Me knew would reject it, 
or be rejected by him ; and, as using every means ex- 
cept the right, to save those, who, He knewf infinite 
ages before he m£^e them, would be miserable forever ? 
Are such means and efforts sincere ? If sincere at all, 
are they not more sincerely hypocritical, than your at- 
tempts would be to save Judas, if you believed him to be 
irretrievably lost ? Certainly ; and no man of good 
sense can deny it. Fourth, Are you a worthy guest 6f 
the gospel feast, — ^the light and salt of the earth? If 
you can abide by your own criterion, you will do well ; 
better, perhaps, than any other man on earth. If you 
love God with all your heart, and your fellow-beings as 
yourself, you are as perfect now, as you ever -can be in 
heaven. And besides that, — ^if you love your neighbors 
and enemies as yourself, you can no more be reconciled 
to their endless misery, than your own. . You will for- 
ever thrill with pain, while they are pierced through 
with sorrows, — and sigh for anguish, while listening to 
the wild shrieks of their deathless agonies ! These are 
plain facts. But which way you can turn, I know not. 
For, if you confess that you do not obey the whole law, 
then you are condemned out of your own mouth, as one 
having not on the wedding garment, and must hear the 
damning voice, * depart' ! but if you answer in the af- 
firmative, and assert your perfect obedience, then your 
love for suffering neighbors would compel you tg sym- 
pathize so deeply in their sorrows, that your heaven 
would differ only in name^ itom their hell L Even my 
imperfect love for you, dear S\x, causes me to feel un- 
pleasantly, in being obliged to hem you up in such a dis- 
agreeable dilemma. — Fifth, Do you really think God 
is as anxious to save aU men, as your ministers, who at- 
tended the four days meeting were, to have your hear- 
ers saved ? Because, if He is, be will take as much 
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pains^ in proportion to^his power and means, as you did. 
And did you not do all you could to eSect your ol>- 
ject ? Did you leave one smner unconverted, whom you 
could have converted, if you had pleased. Certainly 
not. No one will judge you so hard as to pretend it. 
But, dear Sir, suppose it should be known to the good 
people of Shirley, that notwithstanding all your profes- 
sions of concern for poor souls, and all your preaching 
and praying and exhorting, and all the help you called 
in by making church-members pray by the hour, two or 
three times each day, yet, after all, you had power and 
means enough at your command, to have saved every 
sinner in town, if you had been so disposed ? Suppose 
that to be the case. What would the people think of 
you ? Why, they must conclude you were deceivers, 
so long as you did not act according to your professions. 
How does the matter stand then, when applied to the 
Being you worship ? He is possessed of Almightiness, 
and the whole universe is a storehouse of means, sub- 
ject to his command. God speaks, and worlds start in- 
to being ; he reverses his words, and they are dissolved. 
He commands, and angels fly on wings of light to exe- 
cute his pleasure. Every created thing, from the blaz- 
ing comet to the dancing meteor, and from the huge 
mass of matter to the mote balancing in the air, is sub- 
ject to the control of Deity. Will you contend then, 
that God will not, if so disposed, convert and save a httle 
world of sinners ? And if he is not so disposed, and does 
not intend to exert his almighty power to produce their 
conversion, and yet professes to be sincerely desirous to 
effect that object, does He not, so to speak, mock their 
credulity or impose on their stupidity ? You cannot de- 
ny it. Why, my dear Sir, you would fain have us be- 
lieve that God Almighty, who holds worlds as pebbles 
in his hand, was so desirous to save the people in this 
town, that he made us a special visit ; and^yet was so 
indifferent as to the result, that he neglected the meoxv^ 
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even, of calling them to the place of his exhibition, and 
was received by the scanty number of forty or fifty per- 
sons, most of whom were saints, or spectators from oth- 
er towns ! For me to trifle with the name of my Maker 
in that manner, would be blasphemous. Even the few 
clei^ymen who were present, manifested no small de- 
gree of mortification, that the clarion which had an- 
nounced their comings had excited no greater attention. 
Can any mortal believe, for a moment, that He who 
does all his pleasure, in all worlds and among all crea- 
tures, was desirous of converting the people of Shirley 
to Calvinism, at the above named meeting ? Why did 
He not employ means, at least, to get the'people togeth- 
er ? Why sufier the whole Unitarian Society to remain 
at home, and most of the Universalists, the Shakers, 
and others ? Why, Sir, the pretension is too ridiculous 
to be made the subject of interrogations ! Did I not 
soberly believe there is a rock of truth at the bottom of 
Christianity, as firm as the eternal throne of its Author, 
I should be shamed out of the system, by such bare- 
faced impositions, and blushless abuses and perversions 
of religion. 

It was my intention. Sir, when I commenced writing, 
to ofier a few queries concerning what you said about 
the anger and wrath of that very Being whom you rep- 
resented as infinitely benevolent to all, and sincerely de- 
sirous of effecting their salvation. But I am afraid you 
will be hasty, and suspect I mean to discredit some parts 
of the Bible. If such should be the case, my labors 
would not prove useful ; and I do not wish to work for 
nothing. However, presuming on your candor, let me 
inquire,: — ^what sort of an opinion do you imagine your 
Church would form me, provided you should notify them 
next Sabbath, that I was daily expected in town, and 
being a giant for bodily strength, I was about to reward 
my friendh and punish my enemies 1 .And add, Mr. S. 
is very desirous that you would all conduct like friends, 



REV. MR. GUSHING.. 11 

SO as to escape his wrath ; and you had better comply ; 
for he is angry even with his own childrenjevery day. 
Not because they injure him or can do it ; but the chil- 
dren get angry and abuse one another^ and on that ac- 
count the father keeps his wrath bottled up, from day to 
day ; and when he does pour it out, it is as hot as the 
fire of hell ! What opinion would your friends form of 
such a character ? Good ? or bad ? And what idea 
must young and inexperienced minds have of God him- 
self, if ministers repeat certain passages of scripture, in 
which anger, wrath and vengeance y2se used, and weave 
them into the web of endless hell torments ? Why, 
Sir, they fear and dtead his coming as they lyould an al- 
mighty monster, and crouch and kneel in tears, as chil- 
dren pay obeisance to the lion and the tiger. I should 
> consider myself defamed, if represented as being so 
much like a child as to get angry daily at children's foi- 
bles and wrath, and so much like a iool, as to retain it 
in my bQSom, even for one night. It is beneath a noble 
soul to let * the sun go down upon its wrath.' Anger 
resteth in the bosom of fools ;' and it is the only rest- 
ing place it can have. The bosom of a wise man, if 
disturbed by anger, is like a chrystal pool tossed and torn 
by a tempest, whose rest is restored when the gale sub- 
sides and dies away, and the greeting sunbeams meet a 
placid welcome on its tranquil face. There was not a 
minister among you, who would not consider it defama- 
tory and libelous to be represented as angry continually. 
I should rather risk the charge of downright hypocrisy 
and imposture, than publish such a libel on their char- 
acters. And still, they accused God of wreaking his in- 
finite anger and fury on his own ofi&pring to all eternity. 
That after a limited time. He would refuse to be pacifi- 
ed, and not only torment the creatures of his pleasure, 
but laugh and mock them to scora. He is a wonder- 
fid being truly ; both loving and angry, and laughing and 



12 LETTER TO 

mocking, at the same time ! It is to be presumed and 
hoped, there may not be more than one such being in 
the universe at a time ! And is this the Being in whom 
we live and move and have our whole existence ! Aw- 
ful thought, truly ! But I need not dwell on this subject. 
Your friend Rogers offered an interpretation of your 
meaning, or rather what it should have been, in remarks 
at the close of your sermon. He said, the anger of 
God implied such anger only, as a perfectly holy and 
benevolent God in heaven can feel. That he meant to 
use Bible words in a Bible sense. Very well, said I, 
only live up to that rule, and no liberal man will com- 
plain. But Mr. Roger's himself violated his own. rule, 
in his Sermon, and ascribed anger to God which would 
disgrace the volcanic bosom of any tyrant on earth. 
God can no more be angry, in any human acceptation 
of the word, than he can change his feelings, alter bis 
mind and purpose, and act like ignorant, frail and erring 
men. He is of one mind and none can turn him. If 
we take the words anger, wrath, indignation and ven^ 
geance, in the common meaning, implying ^pain and 
dissatisfaction on receiviiig an injury, and an inflamed 
disposition to seek revenge/ we should tremble at the 
thought of ascribing them to Jehovah. The same would 
be true of all those passages which speak of God's 
repenting, being * grieved at heart,' being * weary,' 
* jealous,' &c. If we allow the words to be true signs 
of the feelings and disposition of Deity, it will prove Him 
unworthy of all confidence, love and veneration, by pos- 
sessing in an infinite degree, those feelings and passions 
which are most detestable or unpleasant among men. 
A repenting, grieved, weary, jealous, angry object of 
worship, is too barbarous a doctrine to pass current in 
these days. How could you ask your people, Sir, to 
be perfect as such a being is perfect ? Would you wish 
them to imitate him in being * angry every day,' and all 
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the time, and jealous too, forever ? Surely not. Then 
you will agree with me, that however great may be the 
latitude in the use of terms, in scripture phraseology, 
every thing of that kind should be interpreted in con- 
formity to the greater truth, * God is without variable- 
ness or the shadow of turning,^ 

But what surprised me most of all, was, that you did 
not represent -God as possessing any real energy or de- 
cision of purpose, till He got so angry as not to be pac- 
ified on any conditions whatever. He was confined to 
wishes and desires and willingness during the wrath of 
every day but owe, viz. * the judgment,' when having 
got beyond pacification. He drives ^ree agents to hell, 
with as much ease as Samson slew the Philistines ! Nor 
did I understand that the Almighty would need so much 
help then, as now. No four-days meetings necessary 
to judge and doom sinners to an endless hell, and no 
difficulty in making them go ! All is decision of pur- 
pose at the judgment ; but all before that was good 
wishes, entreaties, desires, &c.^ with extreme caution not 
to infringe on man's free-agency ! Quite a change in 
the great unchangeable God, according to your theory 
and preaching ! He executes his pleasure in damning 
people with, great dispatch. 

Now, Mr. Gushing, if you think my views are erro- 
neous and dangerous, it is your duty to correct them. 
You will not be allowed to excuse yourself for neglect, 
by the plea that you syspected my motives were not 
good. My ipatiyes have nothing to do with your duty. 
And b^^des, the. Book of remembrance will contain the 
factoyjiff. purity oif motives, which, coming in a blaze, 
from the recording angel, would be startling and aver- 
whelming ! Although I cannot say but that an intimate 
acquaintance would be very desirable, yet I am not so 
selfish as to wish you to neglect your own duty, for the 
base purpose of having an agreeable companion in the 
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m 

world of wo. Make your own calling and election sure 
first; remembering that, 

' Whilst the lamp holds out to bum, 
The vilest sinner may return.' 

And while all are in a tuneful mood, I will sing too : — 

* If I am right, thy grace impart, 

Still in the right to stay ; 
If I am wrong, O teach my heart, 

To find the better way.' 

With sentiments of friendship and respect, 

RUSSELL STREETER. 

Shirley Village^ Sth October, 1832. 
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To Rev. Mr, Rogers^ 

s 

CALVINIST BnmSTER OF TOWNSEITD, MASS. 

(Total Depravity — Selfishness — Self-love — Sinners not selfish — Heaven — 
Hell, &c. — Calvinists encourage selfishness.) 

Respected Sm; 

The great question, which like the rod of the Jewish 
High Priest, swallows up all others, is, *What is 
Truth?' Divine, truth 1 Yes, Sir, according to your 
system, each of us has an interest at stake in the solu- 
tion of this problem, id comparison with which, the 
wealth or poverty, the pleasures or pains of this short 
life, are as the fitful sensations of a moment and the 
fleeting visions of a dreaming hour. If the dread deci- 
sions of * tall, and wise, and reverend heads' are to be 
regarded, /have a soul to save or finally lose, of more 
▼alue than as many little worlds like this, as could be 
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crowded into. infinite space. Is it to be admitted then, 
for a moment, that with such a fact staring me full in 
the face, and the thundering threats of eight Clergymen 
still ringing in my ears, I can do otherwise than dis- 
charge a conscientious duty in offering these queries 
and remarks ? 

So far as regards the address you made at the close 
of Mr. Cushing's discourse, on the 2nd instant, I need 
only say, that I was interested in the easy, ingenious 
manner, in which the various subjects were handled. 
As you perceive, perhaps, — I could but smile to see 
with what delicacy you qualified and softened some ex- 
pressions which had just been uttered. The saying, 
for instance, so oft repeated, that ^ God and Christ 
might be expected at the meeting, that they would 
come down and be with the assembly' &c. you inter- 
preted to mean, that ' the presence of God or the Di- 
vine influence would be sensibly felt and realized in the 
soul' &c. The anger of God was also represented, as 
meaning nothing more than an exhibition of holiness and 
benevolence, in the administration of an infinite God in 
heaven ; as the bible teaches. I was satisfied at once, 
that in expansion of views and your mode of thinking 
and reasoning, you were * head and shoulders' above 
the clergy in general of your denomination. And you 
were no less happy and timely. Sir, in the plain com- 
mon-sense manner, in which you took off the formalists 
who make such an ado about praying, vocally, ' every 
night and morning,' and yet, as you justly remarkea, 
^ had a set of old dull prayers which had been learned 
from some old prayey-book, or otherwise committed to 
memory ; for paticular times and occasions ; and that 
it was impossible for families — ^young people in partic- 
ular — to take any other interest in hearing such prayers 
said over, than to keep along ahead of the one praying, 
till, from recollection, they could rejoice that the cere- 
mony would soon be ended,' I was glad to hear such 
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remarks from you, for they were well received ; whereas, 
if /had made them in my desk, and hoJced just as se- 
rious as you did, ^ some bu:d of the air would have car- 
ried the news * to my limitarian neighbors, and the hue 
and cry been raised that I ridiculed family-prayer, and 
black-guarded people, because they were not, like my- 
self, full of head religion, and capable of praying often, 
and yet never pray twice alike. 

I did not get in soon enough, to hear your text, but 
concluded it was John iii. 3. * Except a man be bom 
again J he cannot see the kingdom of Ood.^ 

You wiere saying, when I entered church, that you 
^ had clearly proved by scripture, the natural, total de- 
pravity of the heart. Not that man was naturally as 
wicked as he could be, but totally opposed to every 
thing good.' Here a query arose, — ^liow can a being 
be worse than to oppose all that is morally good ? But 
to say nothing about such absurdities, will you have the 
goodness, Sir, to inform me, in what Book, chapter and 
verse, of the Bible, the words total depravity are to be 
found ? I was a professor of religion and a diligent 
searcher of the Scriptures, probably before you were 
bom ; and I hesitate not to say, that neither deprave, 
depravity, nor total depravity are named in the record 
of truth. They are terms of human invention. 

But, as though dissatisfied with your own proofs, 
from Scripture, you went on to substantiate the doc- 
trine, ^ by an affecting story of a man who was seized 
with the Cholera, and, on being brought to the door of 
an affluent Brother, was refused admittance and sent 
to his barn, to die like the beasts !' And you added 
with emphasis, ' the Cholera did not deprave the heart 
of that brother ; it only brought the depravity out ! 
brought it out P 

Now suppose your story true. Have you any evi- 
dence that the man who refused to take his sick brother 
into his house, had any ill-wDl towards him ? Cer- 
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tEunly not. He was nfraid the complaint was conta- 
gious or infectious; ai)d his /cor was probably produced 
by such men as now seize on such improbable, unnatu- 
ral occurences, to prove a favorite theory. They first 
make people shudder at the thought of dying, and while 
they are pale with fear^ point them in the face, and tell 
them it is palpable proof of the depravity of then: hearts ! 
Miserable comforters mdeed ! 

But, Sir, suppose we admit that the man was totally 
depraved. Was it natural depravity? Is it natural 
for a brother to conduct in that manner, other things 
being equal ? Such cases, at most, are few and far be- 
tween. \ ou meant to imply that if the sick and suffer- 
ing brother ^^ad been cordially received and nourished, 
it would have e\mced purity instead ofpravity. Hence 
your reasoning proves too much ; because there are 999 
cases in which a natural brother would be kind, even 
to the exposure of his own life, to one, in which he 
would exhibit such depravity as you mentioned. I am 
suspicious, friend Rogers, that you have read Virgil 
with :more attention than Paul, and been culling flowers 
of rhetoric instead of the fruits of divine truth, or you 
would have discovered the difference between nature 
and its abmes, St. Paul speaks expressly of those, 
who * changed the natural use of their faculties and 
affections, into their opposites, and of course, became 
unncttural, and of those who ^ were tvithout natural af- 
fection, — unmerdfuV The case you mentioned was 
precisely of that character, the brother * was unmerci- 
ful — without natural affection.' He changed the natu- 
ral use of fraternal aflection into that which was against 
nature, and sent his own brother to perish with the 
beasts. And this is not the only change which we see 
in nature ; for some men become so infatuated with a 
creed, that they are strangely unnatural, and ^change 
the truth of God into a lie,' in order to prove that the 
human heart is naturally depraved ! They ate * ba^d^ ^ 

2* 
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high-minded, false accusers, — despisers of those that 
are good, naturally ; and ^ having a form of godliness 
without the power, they creep into houses and lead 
captive' the inexperienced and unguarded members of 
families. See Rom. 1 : 25, 31, and 2 Tim. 3 : 3, 4, 
&c. Although I do not blame you, Sir, for the exist- 
ence of a creed which transforms God's truth into un- 
merciful dogmas, still I may be allowed to expriess a 
strong desire, that you may not long continue in its sup- 
port and defence. 

You defined * total, innate depravity to mean, entire 
selfishness, or a supreme regard to self, — ^to one's own 
gCKKJ to the exclusion of regard for the good of others.' 
This you wished your hearers to bear constantly in 
mind,' as you proceeded in the discourse. For one, I 
was careful in heeding the suggestion. 

Well, Sir, let me ask you, whether any thing like 
the above, is discovered in people in a state of nature ? 
Do young children! naturally evince such selfishness in 
the early intercourse of life, while sporting and playing 
through the prattling and noisy races of laughing infan- 
cy 7 Did the Lord Jesus teach the doctrine of native 
depravity, by infolding natural children in his arms, say- 
ing, ^ Oi such is the kingdom of God ?' * Except ye be 
converted and become as Uttle children, ye shall in no 
wise enter into the kingdom of God.' Did he mean, 
that except the regenerate were converted back to total 
selfishness, they could not be saved? So it would 
seem according to your views ! 

Do husbands and wives, in the peaceful and joyous 
intercourse of life, act upon the principle of depraved 
selfishness, regardless of mutual bKss, in providing for 
each other and their helpless children ? Does an ex- 
clusive selfishness inspire the bosom of a tender mother 
with unceasing care and regard for the safety and health 
of her prattling little ones ? Does a wicked selfishness 
brace open her eyes in perpetual wakejfiilness and tune 
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'i6r lips to the midiiight lullaby ^ at the cradle of infaDtile 
Restlessness and sufiering ? Oh ! do not ^ I entreat you, 
iund Sir, dash to atoms, with the sledge of dogmatism, 
that delicate and beautifiil structure, which the finger of 
God has erected in the natural affections of the heart ! 
And, if sport you must in the devastations and degrada- 
tion of the glories of nature, yet spare, I beg you, the 
purest and holiest jewel in the temple of creation, — the 
sacred love of a mother for the darling of her bosom ! 
For some unaccountable reason, your searching eyes 
seemed to be bent on hunting up circumstances of hu- 
man infirmity and weakness, and by a flaming process, 
converting them into proofs of total depravity. And 1 
am sorry to tell you, that many things came from your 
fingers like glass which has been smoked, till its natural 
appearance is smuttily defaced. For example. You 
adduced the fact, that, in the transfer of property, men 
are careful to have writings made out in legal and indis- 
putable forms, and the bounds distinctly known and 
stated, as evidence of natural dishonesty and selfish- 
ness ! Surprising ! What would you say then, if they 
uniformly endeavored to leave every thing at loose ends, 
so as to give one rogue to a thousand honest men, a 
a loop to hang his hope of mischief on ? The holy wish 
that no disputes may arise firom treachery of memory, 
but each man hold and transmit to his heirs and as* 
signs, what is his ovm and no more, is, to your analyzing 
mind, convincing evidence of supreme selfishness ! ! 
But such reasoning is more^toleisfble in * a man of. the 
gown,' than it would be in the most illiterate^ and untal- 
ented * limb of the la^,' that is permitted to waive a 
' greqn bag' in ji Court-room. 

Perhaps you may suggest that, although thus far yw 
failed in your argument, you have one refuge left, since 
the abandoned sinner is certainly deprav.ed according to 
youncfcfinition. SupposeJ admit it ? What then J D^ 
it prove he was naturally so ? Surely not. If it was 
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the nature of man to be sinful, he would be hcpppy in 
his iniquities. His misery would increase, just in pro- 
portion to his wanderings from his native element. And 
so it seems you thought, when you said the sinner would 
be more miserable in heaven than in hell ! 

But, dear Sir, I want to rouse your attention by say- 
ing a few words rather amusingly, concerning your man- 
ufacturing of terms and definitions, and then appljring 
them to suit yourself. Give me the same liberty, and 
I engage to prove with all the certainty of demonstra- 
tion, that Franklin was an OurangOutang, and that you 
are one of the same species ! Every thing depends, as 
logicians well know, on * begging the question,' or tak- 
ing for granted, what ought to be proved. To be sure, 
such inanagement is not new. I have seen it in the vo- 
luminous works of Calvin, Hopkins, the Edwards, 
Strong, Bimmons, and a host of others. I took my first 
lessons of metaphysical reasoning from * Edwards on the 
Will,' &c. There is not a link in that long chain but 
what I have measured time and again ; nor should I 
have thrown it aside, had I not found the swivel where 
he took the poiiit for granted, which was the subject in 
dispute. You have done the same, by making your own 
terms and affixing your own definitions. And what can- 
not a man of talents accoitiplish, at that rate ? Grant 
divines that liberty, and more tunes can be fingered off 
firom the Bible, than any other instrument on earth. 
Hence, my object is, to bring you back to first princi- 
ples, *that we may begin right. • Let ys have no boyish 
skirmishes in the moonlight of sophistry. 

The love of self or self-love is natural^ pure and di- 
vine. Like other afiections it may^be abused or misdi- 
rected. It is alike consonant with scripture and com- 
mon sense. The love of self, is made the grand crite- 
rion or rule by which the disciples of Christ are to grad- 
uate their love toHheir fellow bemgs.''.' It constitutes the 
golden beam of equity. Break it/ and the scale of 
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' equal rights' is destroyed. Social intercourse could no 
longer be governed by equal weights and measures. 
' Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.' * Therefore, 
all things whatsoever ye would that men should do unto 
you, do ye even so to them ; for this is the law and the 
prophiets.' * Love worketh no ill to his neighbor.' ^ See 
that none render evil for evil unto any man ; but ever fol- 
low that which is good, both among (or for) yourselves, 
and to all men.' Here is self-lave expounded into social 
and divine. No being in the universe ever loved him- 
self too well ; but millions have not hved others enough ! 
There is a wide difference between loving ourselves and 
hating others. A man's regards for himself, need not, 
in the least, diminish his regard for his fellow creatures, 
but rather increase it. He may know he is honest and 
upright, and as such, entirely approve of his own con- 
duct ; but does it follow that he must despise similar 
honesty in others ? If he did, it would prove him dis-- 
honest, by * not rendering to all their dues.' 

But above all things. Sir, vou were most inconsistent, 
when you charged entire selfishness upon sinners ! Ac-* 
cording to your own showing, they disregard their own 
good both for time and eternity. Almost every sermon 
at the late meeting, gave the lie direct to the notion of 
the smner's selfishness. If what you said be true, of all 
beings in creation, except the devil, the wilful sinner is 
the least selfish. It was made clear as the sun at noon- 
day, that ^ the sinner was extremely miserable in this 
world ;' and no one's experience could dispute it. And 
to cut off all chances for mistake, it was made equally 
clear, that if the sinner shouldxget to heaven, it would 
be to him the hottest hell in the universe ! So that go 
which way he would in his sins, up or down, the result 
was much the same ; all was hell, iceill !. He was also 
told, times without number, that if he ^ went to hell, it 
was his own voluntary choice. He might escape it if 
he pleased. Every thing depended op his own choice. 
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; 

&c. And, with these facts in view^ can you make it 
appear that a sinner in that congregation would manifest 
a supreme regard to his own good ^ by voluntarily choos- 
ing to go to eternal damnation ? Does he consult his 
ovon exclusive interest in being damned forever ! Hor- 
rible conclusion ! The most you can make of it is, that 
the sinner would be so selfish as to prefer going to the 
coolest place of torment ; or, to use your own favorite 
terms, he would manifest supretne selfishness in the hell 
of Hell, instead of the hell of Heaven ; and even that, 
upon the strength of the late news, that the former 
would be the most comfortable place ! 

Moreover, you preachers exerted yourselves to the 
utmost, to inspire sinners with the very selfishness, 
against which you were declaiming. * You invited them 
to secure an eternal interest in Christ ; tp consider the 
worth of the soul ; the danger of losing an immortal 
inheritance ; the chance {or gaining a glorious heaven ; 
and entreated them to consult their own immortal inter- 
est, even at the exclusion of others ; and arise and leave 
them, however near and dear, imd make their own call- 
ing and election sure.' Now if that was not calculated 
to make them selfish and consult their own good, wheth- 
er others were saved or not, pray tell me what could ex- 
ert such an mfluence. And even ^ the crowner of the 
whole^' was sung in strains which might well cause hell 
to sicken, if it did not tremble ; representing, that after 
husbands and wives,' * parents and children,' ' brothers 
and sisters,' ' pastors and people,' had * parted at the 
judgment seat of Christ,' to meet no more forever ^ — * O, 
there would be shouting ; — shouting, shouting, shout^ 
ing, among angels and saints' in heaven ! ! Those who 
ascended, would shout over the fall of ruined relatives 
and damned millions ! ! And yet you represent a sit- 

?reme regard for our own good, as depraved selfishness ! 
"^ou crossed your own and each others tracks, like men 
fighting fire, half blinded and crazed in the midst of 
smoke and dust and confusion. . 



• 
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After speaking ^ of man's ambitious desires to amass 
wealth, and extend his arm even from earth to the sun 
and stars, and finally to hurl God from his throne,' — all 
which is too visionary to deserve a reply, — ^you brought 
on yom* last crowning proof of the immbnse and obsti- 
nate depravity of the world. It was this ; that ^ God 
had been endeavoring for more than five thousand years 
to overcome it, and eradicate sin from the universe !' 
And you asked, in a tone of defeated ambition, ^ how 
much has Ooddone towards efifecting that object ? Let 
the history of our ungodly race, with the sins and ab(Mn- 
inations of the present generation, and the groans 
of the damned in hell, answer the question,' &c. &c. 
So you gravely left us to conclude, that Jehovah was 
foiled in his endeavors to overcome sin, though greatly 
assisted in the unequal contest by the Spirit, the Bible 
and the Clergy ! Merciful heaven ! said I ; that being 
the' case, depravity is not only infinite, but more than 
omnipotent. — Concerning God's defeats, &c. see my 
letters to Mr. Cushing and Mr. Albro. , 

Lastly. Your next attempt was, to say a few things, 
which no one could dispute, preparatory to speaking of 
the new birth. Namely, 'every hbmah being has a 
soul add can't help it* He must retain it ' for better or 
for worse.' The soul must continue to live. If the 
soul dies, God will die ; and when the soul is buried, 
God will go to the grave ! — ^The soul must live forever 
under the moral government of God. Every law has a 
penalty annexed to its violation ; and whatever the pen- 
alty of God's law may be, whether present misery — 
limited or t^nlimited, punishment in a future state, it is 
- best to escape it and get out of danger as quick as pos- 
sible.' 

I shudder. Sir, to carry your doctrine to its conclii- 
sicHis. The Bible says, ' The soul that sinneth it shall 
dicr You say, 'When the soul dies, God tvill die, 
also I' Remarks are not necessary !^-Your dedAXA.<vi:5cv<i 
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that if the drunkard had liberty to go to heavea, he 
would refuse, unless he could carry bis distillery Tvhh 
him, was quite amusing ; but it was nothing to the ex- 
hortation to saints to go to hell peaceably, if God desir- 
ed it. You turned off that period with unconunon 
shrewdness. Calling them ^fellow sinners' you said : 
^ be not afraid to follow the di\dne command, and take 
up your abode in hell ; for God will encircle you there 
vnth a pure atmosphere, which the angry flames of hell 
itself cannot invade.' That was an elegant touch upon 
the lofty subject, besides being new and interesting. 
It makes the various parts of your system harmooize 
Hke songs of angels and clashing thunders. It brings the 
two ends together ; so that while sinners would find their 
* hottest hell in heaven,' * a felloto-smnev,^ would, of 
course, enjoy the purest air and the sweetest heaven, in 
hell ! This is an excellent rule ; for it works both 
ways. Such news is important, and ought to be circulat- 
ed over the whole earth. Give it wings and let it fly. 

Every minister at the four days meeting, except Mr. 
Fisher, argued or inferred, that * sinners could not go to 
heaven in their sins ; or if they could, th6y would still 
be miserable !' But why argue that point ? Did you 
ever hear any one contend that men would be saved in 
their sins 1 You were arguing without an opponent. 
You reminded me of an old school-mate, notorious for 
conceited originality ; wha composed a piece to prove 
that * a blind man could not see ; a deaf woman could 
not hear ; and a dead child could not talk.' Having ar- 
gued the points laboriously, read the piece, and sat down 
amidst the smiles of the pupils, the Preceptor asked him 
if he ever heard these points disputed? 'Certainly,' 
said he, ' the Bible is full of blind people's seeir^,^ &c. 

- But stop, said the teacher, does liot the good Book teach 
you that miracles had been wrought on those persons, 
so that they were not blind, nor deaf, nor dead, when 

• they saw, and heard and conversied ?— The conceited 
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unseacre dropt his head m confusion, while the school 
burst forth in a peal of laughter. He was so mortified 
that we heard no more of his ori^ality. 

Now, Sir, if this little anecdote should be sanctified 
to you clergymen, and prevent you from disproving in 
' the name of the Lord,^ what no human being was ev- 
er so foolish as to maintain, in any name, I shall be rich- 
ly compensated for relating it ; and with sincere grati- 
tude as well as friendship, ever subscribe myself, , 

Yours very respectfully, 

RUSSELL STREETER. 

iSftuiey Vmage, lOtii October, 1832. 



LETTER III. 



To Rev. Mr. Albro, 

CALVINI8T MINI8TBB OF FITCHBURO^ MASS. 

{God limitfl his mercy — the new heart«^tbe plan of grace fitntrated— ^KmI's 
testimony to the contrary— His sending strong dehisioo.) 

Deab Sir ; 

It always appeared to me that a man, who thought 
he was speaking for the endless weal or wo of his hear-' 
ers, would natturally manifest great solicitude for the re- 
sult, and a deep sense of responsibility. Even the 
physician, familiarized as he is to scenes of sickness and 
death, performs an operation which is to turn the scale 
&tally, * for better or for worse,* with great anxiety and 
reluctance. Although hope predominates over fear, he 
turns pale with solicitude, and a shivering pause pre- 
cedes the capital operation. But how is it mth jprsC" 
tianers in divinity y who profess to deal out nostrums to 
the sin-sick souls of young immortals^ who will \;^ W^ 

3 
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py or miserable to eternity, in consequence of their ad- 
ministrations ? Do they act as though they believed 
that * everlasting things' hung upon their labors? Do 
they ascend the desk with reluctance, and looking fear- 
fiilly over its fix)nt, recoil and shudder, as though sus- 
picious the first peep would be into the world of wo, 

* Where endless crowds of sinners lie, 
Yet wait for fiercer pains ?' 

Do you Clergymen, of four'days meeting memory, 
proceed with eyes boiling m tears of sympathy, to melt 
the sinner's icy heart with the fire t)f love and the elo- 
quence of mercy ? Do you speak of the inky darkness 
of hell's impenetrable glqpm, with an air of startling 
fear and responsibility ? No Sir ; to pretend it would 
be a mockery of facts and a burlesque cmi your perform- 
ances. One sentence of ordinary length carries you 
firom earth to heaven, and from thence to hell, with a 
world of circumstances clustering around you, * which 
eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of inspired ^ men to conceive.' You 
talk about heaven and hell with as much familiarity, as 
a matron would the surrounding prospect from the gar- 
ret, or the vermin host which infest the cellar ; — unless 
you happen to think of the wrath of God, when you 
rouse up in all the majesty of wo, breathing tornados, 
looking flashes of lightning, and. speaking in ten-fold 
thunder. 

My remarks in this letter will be chiefly confined to 
your first sermon from Genesis, 6:3:* My spirit shall 
not always strive tvitK manJ As you read the text, of 
such tremendous import, in your view, not a tear trem- 
bled in your eye nor the least motion agitated your 
firame. But sweeping yoiu: white handkerchief politely 
over your face, you placed your right hand on the 
* Notes and Bible,' and thrusting your left arm deep in- 
to your breeches pocket, proceeded to make asserti(»is, 
with all the sang void that a pettifogger would state a 
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case of common trespass and smaU damages. I was 
astonished at your lion-hearted, unmoved appearance ; 
and snatching a moment from close attention, said to my- 
self, ^ that is the boanerges of the day, — ^the real son of 
the thunder of Calvinism !' After saying that, by * the 
spirit' was meant divine influence, that it did not barely 
persuade and teach, but actually strove, struggled and 
agonized with sinners, because men were flesh, i. e. 
sinful ; and that its strivings would be limited, since 
God had said ' my spirit shall not, always strive,' you 
went upon reasonings, which I shall note under brief, 
distinct heads. 

1. You said; — ^God has a right to limit his own 
mercy. . He has done it, and will do it again, though he 
is in&aite in goodness and mercy and sincerely desirous 
that every sinner in the universe should repent and be 
saved. But God won't always strive with sinners ; 
he'll draw a circle round his mercy and circumscribe and 
limit it to certain bounds beyond which he won't be 
merciful. And if the sinner goes out of the circle which 
God has marked out for himself, then he will be beyond 
the reach of mercy and salvation. He will then be 
given over as finally lost, where the arm of a merciful 
God can't reach him, nor his eye show him pity. And 
it is right for God thus to limit his mercy ; for if he 
should'nt do it, but pour out his mercy and salvatioo 
upon all, the evil and the ^ood, and make them all 
equal, at last, he would do injustice to his own law and 
tarnish the spotless glory of his character,' &c. &c. 

Now let me ask you, friend Albro, where you got the 
above information ? It is fresh news to me, though 
mostly limited to earth. I never learned before, that, 
because God would * not always strive with men,' there- 
fore he would get defeated, and lose the contest. When 
we read, ' For I will not contend (strive) forever, nei- 
ther will I be always wroth,' does it mean as you argue, 
that God will get worsted in the contention^ and seek 
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eternal revenge^ by retaming his anger ibrever ? Noth- 
ing can be more absurd. The meaning of the text is 
perfectly obrious. The striving of the spirit of truths 
as manifested in the preaching of Noah, was not to con- 
tinue always ; but * an hundred and twenty years ;' at 
the end pt which, the world continuing unrighteous, 
God destjroyed it with a flood. This is all plain. But 
that His mercy was limited to earth and did not reach 
them in a future state, is wholly gratuitous. And, that 
God was unmerciful in the destruction of the old world, 
is not only unscriptural but blasphemous ; /or the devil 
could do no worse than to destroy people unmercifully! 
The antediluvians were strong-bound in the chains of er- 
ror and habits of vice, as prisoners in a spacious jail* 

^yard, in the present life ; and the world itself had be- 
come a sort of chamaly abounding with all manner of 
uncleanness and iniquity. Hence, the object of Deity 
in sending his forty-day's shower, was wise and benev- 
olent,-^to wash and purify the earth ; but not to send 
the bemgs he had made, either man or beasts, to a worse 
place. I challenge you. Sir, to produce a particle of 
evidence from the record of Moses, that antediluvian 
people were any more injured by the flood, than any 
other creatures who perished in the same manner. But 
if such had been the fact y it would have been mention- 
ed, in preference to every thmg else ! 

How came you by the news that Grod limits his tn/I- 
nite mercy ? (A splendid paradox for a college learn- 
ed man.) ' Can injinite.he limited J infinite mercy any 
more than infinite wisdom or infinite power 1 For one, 
I am disposed to ascribe narrow limits to the inteUects 
or honesty of the men, who speak in that manner. You 
remind one of what David said on the subject. ^ Yea, 
they turned back and tempted God, and limited the hd- 

X Ij One of Israel.' Psalm 78 : 41. And they limited 
God's mercy iust as you did, *by not rememllering his 
merdfiil dealrngs^' &c. The Bible says, ^ TheXoBD 
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is gracious and JiiU of compassion, — and of great mer- 
07. The Lord is good to all ; and his tender mercies 
are over all his works.' ^His mercy endureth forever.' 
Ps^m 145 : 8, 9, fac. *For I will be mereifid to their 
nnrighte<yusnegs and their ii^ and their iniquities will I 
remember no more J Heb. 8:12. *For God hath conclude 
ed them all (Jews and Gentiles) in unbeliefs that He 
might have mercy upon aH. O, the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God I How 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past find- 
ing out.' Rom. 11 : 32, 33. How does this testimo* 
ny appear, when contrasted with your assertions to the 
contrary 1 Have you investigated the whole of God's 
unsearchable wisdom, and fouqd He was mistaken in the 
above declarations, and will not be merciful to all ? Or 
having known His mind, have you engaged to be his 
cpunsellor and rectify the mistakes of his ancient coun-' 
sel, and purposes ? I am suspicious^. Sir, that if the 
Lord should listen to your improvements in his plans, 
the clergy will not only boast, ^ Have we not taken to 
us horns by our own strength ?' but the people will la- 
ment and answer, saying, yes? *for ye have turned 
judgment into gall, and the firuijt of righteousness into 
hemlock /' Amos 6 : 12, ,13. 

2. I waar pleased with your remarks concerning a new 
heart and a change of heart. It was a luminous spot in "^ 
•the discourse, and like the reddening sun-beams on the 
face of a pool, served to expose the thorn-hedge with 
which it was surrounded, and the amphibious monsters 
which sported and coiled in its bosom. I could not but 
observe how your friend Brovm started and changed his 
position, when you stated, in broad terms, that ^ the 
sinner needed no new faculties — no new heart — ^to ena- 
ble him to love God ; as he was required to exercise no 
other faculties of heart than those he possessed while a 
sinner : that regeneration or a change of heart simply 
implied a change of disposition^ pxxi^^^ qI ^^"Cvscw^^^s^^ 

3* 
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conduct.' I was glad you glanced upon that subject / 
for if /had said the same, Mr. Brown might have thought 
it was an allusion to a sermon he preached from Ezek. 
18: 31, * Make you a new heart f and havesaid^ *\t 
is just like the Universalists to deny the Bible, and teach 
that sinners do not need a new heart to enable them to 
love God.' 

3. You declared distinctly and in copious variety of 
language, that the whole scheme of divme grace in the 
salvation of sinners, inight be resisted and defeated by 
the sinner himself; and in the following style : 

^ The sinner is a free agent, and can accept or reject 
the ofiprs of salvation, just as be pleases. He isn't lost 
because God has'nt made ample provision for his salva- 
tion. 'Tisn't because God delights in the eternal death 
of the sinner ; for He don't, as we are expressly inform- 
ed in the Bible. It's because he wonU be saved. And 
God can't compel him 4o, without violating his agency ; 
and God has no right to viols^te the free agency of nis 
creatures. The sinner's salvation depends entirely on 
his submitting to the strivings of the Holy Spirit. And 
'tant possible for God himself to save him on any other 
terms, than for him to comply with the easy conditions 
of the gospel. Nothwithstanding the plan of salvaticm, 
the atonement of Christ, the strivings of the spirit, the 
warnings of God's ministers and the prayers of his peo- 

Jle ; the sinner can entirely defeat the whole and^o to 
eU at lasty if he pleases: God don't force sinners into 
heaven ; and^if he did, it would'nt be knovm to the tinr 
nevy &c. &c. 

Now, Sir, I will not waste time by aiding the case 
with you in my own words. You allow that it is the 
wish and pleasure of God that men should be made ho- 
ly and happy. You went so far at the South Village, 
as to declare that ^ no being in the universe is more sin- 
cerely desux)us for the universal salvation of the human 
mee^ than God himselL^ The question, therefore, is, 
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whether He will do according to his pleasure ? The 
appeal must be made to the Scriptures. Hence, I will 
simply call up the testimony of a few witnesses, and 
leave it for others to decide, which party is entitled to 
the most credit, lliat there is a direct contradiction 
between you and the Bible, is obvious. Jehovah 
saith, ^ I am God and there is none like me, declaring 
the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done, saying. My counsel shall 
standy and I will do all my pleasure : — -1 have spoken 
it, I will also do it.' Isa. 46 : d, 10, 11. ' For as the 
rain cometh down, &c. so shall my word be which goeth 
forth out of my mouth ; it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish what I please, and prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it.' 55: 10, 11. ' The word has 
gone out of my mouth in righteousness and shall not re- 
turn, that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear,' sapng, ^ in the Lord have I righteousness 
and strength.' 45 : 23. ^ I will put my laws into theii^ 
mind, and write them in their hearts; — -for aUshallTcnow 
me from the least to the greatest J Heb. 8: 10, 11. 
And the illustrious convert of old, said, just after his 
heart was changed and his reason was restored by the 
special agency of God, — * And He doeth according to 
his will, in the armies of heaven, and among the inhab*' 
itants of the earth ; and none can stay his hand, or say 
unto him, what doest thou ?' Dan. 4: 35, 

Is there any reason or good sense, Mr. Albro, in con- 
tradicting such testimony, where the elperience of Neb- 
uchadnezzar comes up as a living witness for the truth of 
God's word ? The Prophet also testifies of Christ, 
that ^ he shall see of the travail of his soul and be sat- 
isfied ; — ^for the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in 
his hand.' Isa. 53 : 10, 11. And Jesus himself de- 
clares in a voice of bold daring, — ^ And I, if I be Ufted 
up from the earth will draw all men unto me.' The 
venerable John says, ^ We havQ ^ea vnJi ^^x.^^"^-! 
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that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the 
toorldJ* And adds in the Revelations, ^ And every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I, saying. Blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and power, be unto Him who sitteth on the throne, and 
unto the Lamb, forever and ever.' John 12 : 32 : 1st 
John 4 : 14. Rev. 5 : 13. 

Dare you rise up as the Goliath of men in the clouds, 
and, assuming the dark mantle of thunder, attempt to 
impeach my witnesses, and consign a majority of those, 
whom Christ came to raise from gloom to glory, to the 
abodes of screaming damnation forever ? Will you al- 
low the sinner an agency by which he can tear the proud 
garlands of honor from the Savior's brow, and baptize 
them in the eternal infamy of disappointment and de- 
feat ? O my soul ! ' tell it not in Gath ! publish it not in 
the streets of Askelon ! Lest the daughters of the Phi- 
listines rejoice ! lest the dauditers of the uncircumcised 
triumph.' '^ 

But hark I what voice do I hear ? O, it is the em- 
phatic voice of Paul, a volunteer witness in this impor- 
tant cause. Well, hear him: 

St. Paul. * I speak the truth in Christ and lie not.' 
* Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, 
according to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed 
in himself: that in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times, He might gather together in one, all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth, 
even in him : In whom also we have obtained an inher- 
itance ; hQin^ predestinated according X6 the purpose of 
Him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will. Who ivill have all men to be saved^ and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.' Eph. 1 : 9, 10, 
11. 1st Tim. 2: 4. , 

Can any mortal be so blind as not to perceive, that 
this witness contradicts your story of God's disappoint^ 
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ed fvisheiy desires and anxieties, concerning which, not 
a word is said in the whole Bible ? What a pijsce of 
practical atheism^ to represent the Ahnighty as engaged 
in a scheme of good wishes and benevolent desires^ 
which sinners will not allow him to carry into fiill frui- 
tion ! If you will produce a text from your Bible which 
speaks of the wishes and anxums desires of God, I will 
throw mine to the winds as spurious ; for it contdus no 
such revelations. 

What a, pity it is that Paul could not attend ?i four- 
days mtfiting. He could then issue a rhew edition of his 
Letters, and have the above named passage read as fol- 
lows, viz. * Having concealed from us the mystery of 
God's will, that we might keep silent, on revival occa- 
sions j concerning his purpose, will, good pleasure, and 
predestination, and His gathering together aU things in 
Christ, and bnnging all men to the knoweldge of this 
trutlT; and be allowed to tell the people, that God's in- 
finite mercy is limited, and he only wuhes sinners would 
repent^ and, as sincerely d^res the universal salvation 
of the world, as any being in the universe ; but that the 
sinner is a free agent and can defeat the plan of salva- 
tk)n, if he pleases, and never be gathered with the/eu^, 
who are saved by being kept from the knowledge of the 
truth.' You might then quote his testimony to admira- 
ble eSecX ! As the matter now stands, you must leave 
Paul with the Andover creed, unnoticed and untouched 
in the revival scenes. The only decision of character 
which God exhibited, accordiiig to your preaching, was 
at dooms-day, when he joined hands with the sooty 
majesty of the bottomless pit, and with that potent ally, 
succeeded in driving his ofispring to the pitchy, smoking 
domain of hell, to be tormented eternally. 

4. You inquired with an air of triumph, ^ What does 
the passage mean ?' < For this cause God shall send 
them strone delusion, that they should believe a lie ; 
that all might be damned who believed not the truth, 
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but had pleasure in unrighteousness.' This means som 
thing ! What does it mean ?' — ^Well, Sir, I will try 
give you a little light on the subject. You certainly 
need it. First. If it means that the damnation spokei 
of, is endless, it also means that all you had said abou 
God's being desirous to have all men saved, was whoU 
untrue ; for it would be a mockery of facts to say such"^ 
a Being would send a delusion strong enough to deceive 
and damn them forever, whom he sincerely wished 
have saved. Satan himself was never guilty of so grea 
an imposition, as to show his zeal for a sinner's salvation^ 
by sending a delusion, that he might believe a lie an 
be damned eternally ! Second ! The passage says no 
a word about the future state ; and to crown the whole 
you stated repeatedly, in your Lecture on Jeremiah, 8 ^ 
20, that ^ the salvation of the gospel did not belong to vt^ 
future world ; but implied a deliverance or salvation from^ 
sin, unbelief and unreconciliation to God in the present 
life. That the sinner brought upon himself swift de — 
struction and was condemned already, and of course, his — 
damnation slumbered not.' Hence, I claim your remarks 
at the South Village, as a faur reply to the above ques- 
tion. The passage means that while men receive not 
the truth in the love of it, but believe a lie, they are 
damned and miserable, by the unalterable law of cause 
and effect, which is of God. Why, Sir, you had a strik- 
ing illustration of the text before you. By contradict- 
ing yourself, you confused some minds and made them 
beUeve, that the salvation spoken of belonged to the fu- 
ture state, and their tears and sighs told you their dam- 
nation slumbered not. And that was certainly believing 
a lie as you will bear me witness ; for you said in the 
evening of the same day, that ^ salvation did not mean a 
deliveranQe from hell in a future state.' Hence, as you 
iprofessed to be sent of God, and employed a delusion 
strong enough to make a few timid young people, and 
weak old opes, believe what you knew to be an untruth. 
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^Hd to feel condemned, you have both the answer and 
^ts application at once. It means, to talk softly, that if 
3^ou were sent of God t6 attend the four-days meeting , 
it must have been for the express purpose, on his part, 
of sending a strong delusion to Shirley, that they who 
xeject the truth and believe the lie, might be damned, 
so long as they are pleased with such unrighteous man- 
agement. This is the most charitable conclusion ; and 
if the work of delusion be of God, I ought not to be 
unreconciled, though it produce momentary damnation. 
It will be overruled for good. But to gratify you, Sir, 
who are so disturbed when sinners are damned, allow me 
to say, that the delusion was too weak, come from whom 
it would, to deceive me ; so that I did not believe a syl- 
lable of the lie, nor take any pleasure in such unright- 
eousness ; and of course was entirely safe, undeceived 
and uncondemned. ' While weaker and younger souls 
lay wounded, fluttering, and bleeding before me, my 
own uninjured spirit was perched upon a strong cleft of 
the ro6k of ages ; her faith rekindling with mimortal 
glories, and hope pluming her wings for a triumphant 
flight. 

Excuse me, kind Sir, for closing my Letter, as I have 
written much more than was contemplated. To remove 
all suspicion of neglect, you are assured that I purpose 
calling up many other points in your Sermons in subse- 

Juent letters, particularly in my next, to your ftiend 
lowe of Peperell. The topics which deserve special 
notice, belong to those branches of the general subject of 
investigation, which yet remain unlabored. If you have 
patience to follow me through the series, I think you 
will not complain of my not doing you tolerable justice. 
And now^ Sir, I solemnly entreat you, in view of all 
the startling facts of your preaching, and all the glaring 
news which you announced from three worlds, heaven, 
earth and hell, to discharge your moral obligations faith- 
fully, and ^ pluck me as a brand from the burning,' if 



36 UBTTKR TO" 

you think I am not too far gone, to render a grasp 
fortaUe and safe. 

Yours with Christian regards, 

RUSSELL STREETER. 

SIMey Vmagt, im OetoUr] 1832. 
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To Rev. Mr. Howe^ 

CALTINIST MINISTER OF PEFPERXLL, KAtS. 

(Solemn meetings considered-HiinnerB most submit, submit— the Shib* 

boleth of Calfinism, &c.) 

Respected Friend : ' 

I was one of your most attentive hearers, at the late 
continuous meeting in this place. You conunencedby 
a few remarks which appeared to be extemporaneous. 
After commending a discourse, which, ' hearing you had 
not heard,' as you were mostly engaged in reading over 
your own manuscript, you recommended deep awjiilso^ 
lemnity ; and expressed a solemn hope that the meeting 
would grow more and more solemn to the close. And 
I thought you entered into the spirit of the occasi(m ; 
for if I believed yoiir doctrine, /would be solemn, too ! 
Yes I would be so solemn as to refuse a participation in 
all amusement and cheerfiilnesd, and tear the first smile 
fix)m my cheek, that should dare Ught on such s(deam 
ground. Sooner should the marble statue greet with a Kv- 
ing smile the eyes which gaze on it, than my counte- 
nance glow with mirth, did I believe that my own chil^ 
dren were barely exposed to endless damnation, and that 
my fellow-creatures would drink in its boiling pdisoos 
to * ages of hopeless end.' 
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Your remarks, however, cx)iistderihg the light in 
^bich you view the subject, did not exactly chime with 
^lie text, from which your brother Albro had just spok- 
en. « I will arise and go to my father, — And he arose 
^ndcame to his Jather.^ Luke 15: 18 — 20. He rep- 
i^sented the returning sinner, by the returning and joy- 
ous prodigal, on whose account it was said, * bring hith- 
er the fatted calf — * and let us eat and be merry ;' — 
*^ there was music and dancing.' This, Mr. Albro 
considered, a lively representation of the joys of heav- 
en. And too lively it was sure enough, to look much 
like awful solemnity ! The father — the company — the 
servants — the prodigal and, all, appeared to be as merry 
*nd musical as would comport with temperance and mod- 
eration in the midst of festivity and rejoicing. Judging 
from the preacher's comparisons, I should not think 
keaven a very solemn place ! But you are excusable, 
Sir ; since you were so much engaged in looking over 
your own notes, and peeping under his arm to see how 
much more he had to read, that you did not consider 
how the subject was applied. — But stop ! let us pause 
a moment 1 I do not know but I am too fast in my con- 
clusions. I had like to have forgotten to mention the 
only person at the feast of the returning prodigal, which 
escaped Mr. Albro's searching eyes. I mean ^ the eU 
der brother,' who ty parity oi reasoning, represents our 
godly priests ; who having had pious parents to bring 
tfaem up in the way they should go, never have depart- 
ed from it, so as to wander off into the far country of 
sin and prodigality. This < elder brother' was solemnly 
angry that the prodigal was so joyfully received. He 
doubtless thought that a fast would excite suitable solem^r 
nity. And finally, after hqldiiig a solemn meeting with 
his father, he very piously and solemnly refused to gQ 
in, and join the gay and eheerful multitude. He could 
see no more justice in making him barely equal with his 
sinful brother, than Mr. Albro could, in GQd'9 making 
all men equal in etemitjr^ 
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You were do less unhappy, Sir, in selecting * the day 
of Pentecost,' in evidence of solemn meetings. For^ 
notwithstanding the multitudes, who were mere * look** 
ers on in Venice,' were ' amazed and confounded,' if 
does not appear that they were presented with any 
striking proofs of what you cM solemnity ; for while 
some inquired, * what meaneth this ?' others answered^ 
'and mocking said, these men are full of new wineP 
Do men appear very solemUy when full of wine ? Dirf 
you ever know an instance in which a multitude of spec- 
tators at ^four-days meeting, suspected, that the saints, 
would-be-saints, and convicted sinners, who were afflict- 
ing their souls and hanging down their heads like bul** 
rushes,' were intoxicated with the juice of the grape? 
Were you ever compelled to reason from the hour of 
the day, to prove the sobriety of your audience ? An^ 
like Peter, lift up your voice and say, ye men of th^ 
world, and all ye that dwell in this town, be this kn6wt^ 
unto you and hearken to my words ; for these solemr^ 
looking people * are not drunken as ye suppose, s6ein^ 
it is but the third hour of the day,' — nine in the moni' 
ine ! The presumption then is, that whereas you ar^' 
solemn, the apostles and true saints were joyful. Tbeit^ 
countenances were lighted up with the smile of joy andE' 
gladness, when they received the fulfilment of the sa/^ 
ing, *thou shah make me full of joy with thy eounier^ 
nance. ^ See Acts, 2d chapter. 

If you wish to encourage solemn meetings, you should 
quote the only text hi which that phrase is found in the 
Bible. Isa. 1 : 13. ' Bring no more vain oblatibUi^, 
&c. it is iniquity, even your solemn meeting.' Tho^ 
meetings, as may be seen by the connection, were very 
much like protracted meetings in these days. The 
priests pretended that they were required of God thus 
to tread his courts ; they offered a multitude of sacri«> 
Sees, and made many prayers. And so do those wbo 
set up f outlays meetings. They sacrifice tiieir OPm 



time and talents, and make the people offer sacrifices of 
time and property to bear and support them, and prayers 
are siaid over by scores ! The resemblance is truly 
striking. But what saith God on the subject ? — ^ To what 
purpose are the multitude of prayers unto me ? saith 
the Lord ! Who hath required this at your hands ? 
Bring no more vain oblations, fac. — When ye spread 
forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you ; yea, 
when ye make many prayers, I will not hear you. It is 
iniquity, even your solemn meeting F How wonderful 
the coincidence of circumstances. You Calvinists made 
a world of prayers at the late meeting ; some of which 
could not be answered unless Deity can understand con- 
fused sentences, and incoherent petitions. But it is cer^ 
tain your prayers were rejected ; otherwise, not only all 
this town, but all the world would have been converted 
to Calvinism before now. There were prayers enough 
made to save a thousand worlds like this, if God had 
heard them, in the Bible sense. You had long and 
short prayers, cold and warm prayers, and dull and ago- 
suzisg prayers. No one could say there was any defi- 
ciency m number or variety. For myself I found no 
fault. I wished however, that you had had an Edwaixl 
Payson present, to pray *in words ^h^t });reathe^ and 
thoughts that bum.' 

There is an account of a very solemn, distressing 
meeting in 1st Kmgs, chap.*18, where were also many 
warm, agonizing prayers. And the prophet Elijah was 
so rude as to mock the solemn performers, and tell them 
to * cry aloud ; for either their God was talking, or on 
z journey J, or else he was asleep and must be awaked J* 
Though Elijah is a pretty safe example, I feel too seri- 
ous to imitate bim. There is another report of a pro^ 
traded meeting which convened on the plains of Dura, 
And was solemnly kept up from day to day, in order to 
convert three obstinate fellows, who seemed determined 
to put-sip the day of fury, as well as grace ! Argu- 
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ments were used, quite as fitry as those employed i 
this town. The only difference is, that the^re of ol 
would r«a//y bum some people ; while the^re you spea 
of, only makes some people believe, that some will rea 
ly be burned ! See 3d chapter of Daniel. 

And now, Sir, that I may not be burthensome, I wiCJ 
make but few remarks on your sermon, from 2d Kings^^:-- 
5: 13. ^ My father, if the prophet had bid thee rf* 
some great thing, would'st thou not haife done it ?* 

The style of the Sermon was good ; and you manag- 
ed it so as to make it bear on one point, viz. the dutj 
of the sinner to submit to God. The sinner was not re- 
quired to do any ^ great thing ;' but merely to submit 
on the easy terms of the gospel ; repentance and faith. 
&;c. &;c. 

1 . Do you really think. Sir, it is an easy task for th 
totally depraved shmer, to repent and obey God per — 
fectly ? Is it not so ^ great a thing' to change the wick — 
ed heart from sin to holiness, that you ascribe it to God,^ 
instead of man ? You contradict your whole sy stent— 
and your own conduct, if you call it a small affair h^ 
* Can the Ethiopian change his skin ? or the Leopard- 
his spots ? Then may those who are accustomed to do- 
evil learn to do well V If a change of habits be so dif- 
ficult, what must a change of nature be ? 

2. When the sinner has submitted, as you call it,do you- 
then say it is no great work ? Let facts speak, and the 
reports of every week answer^ The moment a person 
submits, it is blazoned to the four corners of the earth, 
as a marvellous affair ! A great change has been wrought 
and a great shouting ensues ! The minister and his con- 
vert are so overwhelmed with the immensity of the 
work, that both ascribe it wholly to God \ 

3. Can a sinner, or a saint, avoid believing a doc- 
trine, when convinced it is true 1 In other words, can 
any being disbelieve what he believes to be truth ? Does 
not the mind always submit^ when the evidence is strong 
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^ lieavy enough to produce entire conviction ? Most 
^Wainly. What do you mean then, by ui^ng the un- 
^liever to submit ? He will surely believe your doc- 
^xbe when convinced it is true ! And would you have 
fcim profess it, before he believes ? But suppose the 
sinner does submit, and by that small act^ change his na- 
ture, his habits, and ^adless destiny, as you would have 
it. He repents and believes Calvinism ! Is that all ? 
^o ; he makes himself a bondslave ibr life. He must 
fkeep submitting^ xx be doomed to hell by the clergy. 
He must submit and join the church ; pray vocally night 
and morning ; support the minister ; contribute to Tract, 
Bible, Missionary, E^ducation, Sunday Union, & all other 
orthodox Societies ; help get up revivals ; go to prayer 
meetings, protracted meetings, and the like ; continue 
to profess Calvinism and hear rank Arminianism, &.c. 
or be excommunicated and sent to hell at last. This is 
a Qfiodest representation. Ttie picture does not stand 
out in bold relief; but appears in the mildest water- 
colors of truth. 

Suffer me, friend Howe^ to unbosom myself to you 
frankly. When I see a hpsj of well-dressed, full-fed 
ministers, of any Order, rising up, one after another, 
amd besetting the people to submit ^ submit, submit, 
and virtually relinquish the rose bud of innocent amuse- 
ment, for the bramble-bush of dread superstition, it re- 
minds me of the Portuguese Beggars ; a formidable 
class of men in that country. They assemble in hordes, 
and getting into the best places of entertainment, de- 
mand the privilege of tarrying three or four days ! 
When these sturdy fellows meet a decent looking per- 
son, they demand money ^ without leaving the amount, 
in all cases, to the giver. One begs in the name of St. 
Anthony, another in the name of St. Francis, and the 
next for the Virgin Mary, till having exhausted their 
pretended claims, they unite and rob him of what re- 

SQuips, for the. glory of God J They only cry submit, 

4# 
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submit, submit ! They ask no < great thing ;' only ^fls^ 
mity and all is welL If nothing striking is mimyrtdto 
your eye, Sir, m this historic glass, why, then noth- 
ing personal was meant ; and oi course, I shall neither 
give offence nor have occasion to ask pardon^ 

As you appear to be a candid man, I want yoa to 
give me the true pass-word of priestcraft, according to 
modern work and lectures. How shall I know what 
the real Shibboleth is, which will be required at the pas- 
sage of the great Jordan ? First. How shall one know 
he is truly a child of God by conversion ? The Meth- 
odists, Baptists, Freewillers, Calvinists and Quakers, alt 
profess to be bom again by the special agency of the 
Holy Spirit, and yet each sect has its own peculiar pass- 
word. The character and religious complexion of the 
new-born soul, almost unifonnly agree with the denom- 
ination under which the conversion was wrought. The 
offipring of Methodist revivals, are Methodists, and 
tbosd of Calvinian revivals are Calvinists ; and so on, 
through the whole list of sects. How happens this, iif 
the work be of owe holy Spirit ? Why this strange com- 
pound of irreconcileable opinions, feelings^ and conduct ? 
Are the wonder-born offspring of the spirit, like honest 
Jacob's herds and flocks, < ring-streaked, spotted, and 
grizzled ?' or shall we join with Jeremiah, — * Mine her- 
itage is unto .me as a speckled bird ; the birds round 
about are against her. Many pastors have^ destroyed 
my vineyard — and being desolate it moumeth unto me.' 
But can you inform me with certainty on this subject ? 
Not a speaker at the four-days meeting, pretended to 
know that he himself had got the real ^ Shibboleth.' 
Each one expressed a hope — rather faint — in some ca- 
ses, that he should not be slain as an Ishmaelite at the 
passages of Jordan. Even the prompt Mr. Chickering 
and the candid Mr. Fisher, both said, in the Inquiry 
meeting, that they did not know as they were new-bom, 
that their hearts were so deceitful and desperately wick* 
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®*> that they had infinite reason to fear, lest they them- 
^Wes were deceived. Such remarks were made by 
Mr. C. and his brother F. sustained him in what he ut- 
tered. Here then, we have an important fact, and it 
is presented in its true light. The fact is, tliat even 
the Clergy do not know but they are pronouncing the 
'Wrong word, and learning their converts to say Sibbo^ 
ieth ! This is evident from their own honest acknowl- 
xnents and from the vast variety of sects, with their 
Spiritual captains and leaders. These spirituals hope 
t:iey are right, but do not Icnow it. They are yet in 
cJarkness and uncertainty, as to the final result. They 
^ope they can give the real pass-word ; and so did the 
Xshmaelites who said, 'Let us go over Jordan,' but were 
^lain, notwithstanding. The fact is, Mr. Howe, that 
'Vvhat is Shibboleth in one denomination, is Sibboleth in 
another ; and yet all are alike hopeful of being born of 
C5od as true .Gileadites. Nay worse ; for, your own 
CDrder is now in confusion on this very point. What is 
arthodoocy at New Haven^ is heterodoxy at Andover ; 
^nd the * new measures* for getting up revivals, the very 
xneasures practised here, are denounced at Williams' 
3f OM^n-and many other places, as mere tricks and vulgar 
slangs, to excite the passions ! Nay, worse yet ; for 
"the very men who studied Calvinism four years at 
Andover, &c. and who weave its essential doctrines 
into the Creeds of their Churches, come to the ' revi- 
val meeting, and preach ultra-arminianism, for four 
days in succession ; and without exhibiting one point of 
exclusive Calvinism, cry, submit, or be damned ! Just 
tell me then, what you would have us believe ; or we 
niust say, ye are ' deceitful workers,' 

In coming to a close, permit me to remihd you. Sir, 
that you said, ' the soul was of more value than the 
Vfhole world J And hence, if He who declared, ' All 
souls are mine' does not see fit to secure his own prop- 
erty from Jinal destruction and ruip, I beg you, in 
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Christ's name, to interpose your strenuous endeavors t^ 
prevent that woful catastrophe. Your more prudeo^ 
and gracious interposition, will be appreciated mor^^ 
according to the benevolence of your motives, than tho 
advantage I should expect to receive. 
With sentiments of unfeigned Esteem, 

I remain yours, 

R. STREETER, 

Shirley Village, l&h. Qd, 1832. - 
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To Rev, George Fisher, 

CALVINIST MINISTER OF HARVARD, MASS, 

(The man Christ Jesus; the Mother of the vei^ Gpd; for^venesi, or, 
shall not surely die; Calvinism abandoned; Dr. Gnffin consuls 
Creeds still Calvinistic.) 

Dear Sir : 

It gives me pleasure to write you on the subject o 
the late continuous meeting in this town, as I can then 
by bear public testimony to the politepess and kindness 
which you extended to me, on that occasion, as well as 
every other in which we have chanced to meet. Nor 
have I been apprised of your following the examples ol 
some of your ministering brethren, in this region, by at- 
tempting to circulate false insinuations and clandestine 
slander. Blessed be God, that I have reason, thus far, 
to believe that you have a soul too noble and a mind 
too manly to stoop to such contemptible baseness. 
And I should be thrice happy, if I could see you with- 
draw from the fellowship of such instruments of cruelty, 
and say, ^ O ray soul, come not thou into their secret; 
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^to their assembly, mine honor, be not thou united ; 
fot*, in their ancer they slew a man, and in their self' 
'^ll they digged down a wall. Cursed be their anger 
ft)r it was fierce, and their wrath, for it was cruel.' Gen. 
49. 6, 7. 

I listened to both the discourses which you delivered 
in this town, at the late meeting, with uncommon satis- 
faction, considering, I could not assent to all your doc- 
tirines. The sermons were framed wiili the care and 
skill of a master-workman, in a chaste, perspicuous 
2Style, and pronounced in a serious and impressive man- 
^3er. Though not generally very impassioned in your 
:mode of speaking, yet, I must say, there were some ap- 
Jpeals in your last discourse, which had a mellowing, 
" powerful effect upon the very soul. So long as ostensi- 
ble meekness, candor, and human benevolence are held 
in repute, I think such performances will be listened 
to, with devout attention. These are no fustian com^- 
T)linients, but the expressions of unbiased opinion, hav- 
:Mg reference to the general influence which would be 
exerted on cultivated minds, 

1. Your sermon from Acts 13^: 38, was a systematical 
^liscussion of the need, nature, medium or means, and 
ilessing of * forgiveness.' * J5e it known unto you, 
therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is 
jpreached unto you the forgivness ofsins,^ It would be 
m waste of time and paper to give even a synopsis of 
your views. They were just such as we should expect, 
irom ever}' man of your order, who meant to give a fair 
expose of the doctrine of ' forgiveness,' according to his 
own creed. But, Sir, I was surprised you did feel em- 
barrassed with the words, ^ thib man,^ Be it known that 
through this wan,^ forgiveness is preached. What man 
was that ? Answer. * The man Christ Jesus ; the 
one mediator between God and men.' Now, Sir, did 
you mean to admit and teach that ' this man' was the 
vtry God by whom' he was sent ? So it would seem. 

V 
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Why not join with Cathohcs then, and honor * Mary M 
the august Mother of God.' Their journals have re- ' 
cently -announced that ^ the first Catholic Church is 
Vermopt received the venerable name of Mary, tkt 
august Mother of God, and was accordingly placed uor 
der her powerful patronage.^ What Protestant will 
not shudder at such language ? And, yet, every Trioi- 
tarian holds to the same doctrine, and in precisely the 
same manner, the words excepted. The Virgin Mary 
was really the Mother of that adored being, whom you 
consider the very God of the universe. Was she not, 
therefore, the august Mother of the very God in whom 
you believe ? Let all Trinitarians come out with equd 
candor, and render honor to w^hon> honor is due. U 
they worship the Son as the incomprehensible God, lit 
them be consistent, and honor Mary, as his incompfl^ 
hensible Mother. The mystery will, then, be as spi^ 
did as it is mysterious. 

2. I discovered very plainly. Sir, that you rested 
your whole scheme of forgiveness, on the suppo^ticv^^ 
that Jehovah, as a Moral Govenor, had revealed a bf 
to his creatures, which threatened every violation of 
said law with endless misery. And hence, that every 
sinner, ^ whether guilty of the sins of omission or com- 
mission,' must suffer that penalty, unless forgiven by 
the Lawgiver. The awful and positive threatenings of 
God seemed to linger about your path-way, like so ma- 
ny roaring lions, seeking whom they might devour, 
your benevolent heart yearned for poor sinners, and 
you expressed no doubt but that our Creator was dis- 
posed to pity and befriend them, as far as circumstance 
would permit. But the difficulty was, that He had ^mi^ 
lished his law and its infinite penalty and threats, and 
it had been violated, Hence, God was constrained to 
adopt an expedient, as you palled it, in ord^r to open a 
way by which He would be merciful to sinners, and yet 
maintain the hopor of his holy law, and b^ just ^s well 
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y gracious. Really, Sir, I felt more unpleasantly on 
your account, that a raan of such generous feelings and 
noble talents should be found advocating such a wretch- 
ed system of theology, than that the object of youf 
worship should be encumbered with so many embar- 
rassments ! The one I knew to be real; the other ^ al- 
together imaginary. I beg you, kind Sir, to muster up 
moral courage so as to review your doctrine impartially. 
It would be impossible for you to believe it an hour 
afterwards. Why, to my apprehension, it smacks high- 
ly of atheism ! I speak kindly and deliberately. Can 
any well-informed Theist believe, for a moment, that 
the Great Creator of the universe made a law, at the 
birth of the world, which so much as renders it inconve- 
• nient for him to be merciful to his offspring ? Much 
less, that he is driven to eoopedients, in order to get 
along with his government, and not either dishonor his 
own character or make all his intelligent creation miser- 
able forever? Impossible ! Such a being, call him by 
what name you will, is worthy of no confidence nor 
If adoration among enlightened minds. He would answer 
for none but such as could adore an Idol, instead of the 
great ' I AM, THAT I AM.' 

Bpt, dear Sir, I hppe yOu will not be surprised when 
70U see me occupying my own ground in this investi- 
gation. I am alone responsible for these remarks, not 
knowing but I am going further than my own denomi- 
nation would approve. Be that as it may, you must 
jJlow me to inquire, how you learned that God threat- 
tned his creatures in any law, either penal or not ? If 
the inspired penman wished to convey the idea, that 
God threatened mankind with the penalty of his law, 
or endless death, how happens it, that no such state- 
ments are found in the Bible ? With all the hue and 
cry which is got up, concerning the nature of the Di- 
vine threatenings, no one, as I know of, haiS had presence 
of mind, to inquire for the scripture authority for apply- 
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ing that word to God. I have never seen the passage 
which says that God is a threatening character. Wc 
read much of His promises^ but nothing of his threats. 
The Bible contains declarations from God in his holy 
law, by which we may all know what the consequences 
of our conduct will be. And so do human goyeimraents 
proclaim laws, and the consequences attached to their 
violation. But who can find a chapter of threateningsm 
our statutes ? It is barely possible that such words may 
be found among the blue-laws^ and records of Salem 
witchcraft. A promise implies the bestowment of soine 
benefit ; and. of course, a threatening,x\\e infliction of tJi- 
jury. No being can threaten another with good. This 
frightful word and its relatives, is found in Acts 4 : Vt 
21,29 and 9: l. Eph. 6: 9. 1 Peter 2: 23. No^ 
read for yourself, Sir, and see who ^ breathed out threat' 
enings' after the manner of the present age. .'The n» 
lers, elders and scribes,' and the rest of the Jewis] 
councils, / thi'eatened the apostles;' and they reported 
what ' the chief priests and elders said unto them. 
And lifting up their voice with one accord, said — ' Anc 
now, Lordy behold their thi'eat enings J They did no 
call on the people to hear the Lord's threatenings ' Anc 
Saul was authorized by the same tribunal, * to breathi 
out threatenings and slaughter.' There is a world o: 
such pious breathy in these days. Even masters were 
commanded to * forbear threatening' their servants oi 
slaves, in apostolic times. And it is said of Christ. 
' that when he suffered he threatened not ; but cx>m- 
mitted himself to Him who judgeth righteously s' The 
word threaten appears well, when used in reference tc 
cruel, angry, malicious beings \ but is almost blasphe- 
mous when applied to our merciful Father in heaven. 
He declares the results qf his law ; but never menace 
and threatens with real injury, God can no mcxce in- 
jure a being, than he can change his own nature^ 

What appears worse, let me/ inquire;^ than fpr im* 
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perfect worms of the dust, to threaten each other with 
personal evil and injury ! Such things at best, indi- 
cate the exercise of arbitrary power. The circum* 
stances of human weakness may render it necessary to 
excite fear, by threatening the infliction of injury, in 
self-defence. But parents who would wish to cherish 
right feelings and affections in their ofispring, will nev* 
er threaten tliem ; but persuade them that every re* 
buke and chastisement they inflict, is not to injure, but 
to benefit and reform the disobedient. The general 
influence of ministerial threatenings, in the name of 
God, IS pernicious in the extreme. It induces men, 
the moment they are angry, to pray profanely that the 
threats of the sanctuary may be executed. The same 
doctrine and language, substantially, which are called 
gospel threatenings, vfhenbreaihed outhy the priest, are 
denounced as damnable profanity when borne on the 
breath of a parishioner, though uttered in a tone, far 
more Congenial with their meaning. These, Sir, arc 
my views, in brief, and it is hoped you will examine 
them with Christian candor. 

3. You taught. Sir, that forgiveness of sins did not 
imply salvation from the desert of punishment, but from 
punishment itself. That the finally impenitent will 
continue to deserve, and actually suffer the awful pen* 
alty of God's violated law ; while the penitent will rfe- 
serve the same, but be saved by the forgiveness of rfc- 
^ert?ed punishment. But, my dear Sir, were you preach- 
ing according to your text, or from it, in the above in- 
stance ? The text speaks of* the forgiveness of sins ;* 
you spake of forgiving the awful penalty oi God's vio- 
lated law, by which you mean endless punishment ! 
Is there not a manifest difference ? Does the text en- 
courage the barbarous doctrine, that a being who has 
been a sinner, will forever deserve to be punished, though 
he becomes perfectly sinless and holy? Horrible doc- 
trine of retaliation ! But I was glad you stated your 

5 
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doctrine honestly, just as CaTvinists airways should strife 
It. My eyes were at once directed to your brother 
Albro, who was in the desk with you. And, as I 
smiled at the frankness of your remarks, he looked 
me wistfully in the face, us it suspicious that I perceiv-' 
ed the irreconcileable difference between his preadh-. 
ing and yours. It was evident he was saying to him- 
self, — * Does Mr. Streeter discover how directly that 
doctrine contradicts what I preached last evening?' 
For, be it remembered that Mr. Albro preached a lec- 
ture in our school-house, on the night preceding, from 
Jeremiah viii. 20 : .^ The harvest is pasty the summer i 
endedy and we are not saved. ^ His first object was, to 
prove, distinctly, that the salvation offered iu the g06- 
ple, was not a deliverance from merited punishment in 
a future state 1 < He allowed that such a deliverance 
would, indeed, be n great salvation, if it were offered 
in the gospel ; but it was not. He quoted scriptnre, 
and reasoned cogently on the point ; and I presume^ 
satisfied every hearer, that the salvation of the gospel, 
was salvation from sin, darkness of mind, aliena- 
tion from God, the influence and bondage of the god 
of this world, the prince of the power of the air/ The 
text itself, and the use he wished to make of it, obliged 
Mr. Albro to reason correctly, at first ; and having the 
truth on his side, he reasoned powerfully. And to do 
the man justice, I must add that, in my opinion, h^ 
lecture was worth an hundred times more than botb 
his sermons ! 

But now comes * the rub,' Sir ; for you contradict* 
ed Mr. Albro, more pointedly, than I should like to d^ 
in my desk, before the same people, even on points it 
which I disagree with him, lest I should be accused O 
personality. If you are right, he was certainly wrong 
and so vice versq, A more, palpable contradiction caD' 
not be conceived, than exists between you and him « 
If your preaching was-calculated to lead into alt truths 
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his would lead into error. The two views are just as 
irreconcireable, as darkness and light. You know I 
have not misunderstood your meaning ; and he, and eve- * 
ly candid and dtscerning person in his audience, knows, 
I have not misrepresented him. His argument was 
dear, and his ilhistrations appropriate and convincing; 
every one of which, and iilmost, verbatim, I engage to 
fiirnish Ijina f/hen required. On hearing you contra- 
dict him so flatly i I, smiled for admiration, and said to 
myself^ [ Who shall decide when Doctors disagree ? ' 

Siifl[er me to put your views into the crucible, for a 
few moments, and see how they will abide the test of* 
fair criticism. 

You hold that, at the birth of the world and of man, 
God issued a holy law, saying : ' In the day thou ea- 
test thereof, thou shalt surely die ' an eternal death !* 
That all men have violated that law, and deserve to 
suffer its just penalty, which is endless punishment in 
a future state ; and that all men will forever continue to 
deserve it, as much as they do now, or did at the time 
of transgression. — And yet you beleive that, those who 
repent J, will not surely die this eternal death; but will 
most surely be saved from the punishment which they 
tyill forever deserve ! That if all were rewarded ac- 
cording to their works and deserts^ all would be eter- 
nally miserable. And hence, God has provided a way 
by which all may if they please, surely escape the death 
which He said they should surely die ; and that some 
of those who deserve this punishment, actually will es-. 
cape it, and. therefore, surely will not die, as God had 
said they should ! ! 

Do you riot find yourself in a sad dilemma?; When 
you. contradicted your friend from Fitcbburg, we 
thought but little of it ; because, we ministers are in the 
habit of contradicting each other. But when any one 
presumes to contradict Him who spake from heaven, 
what shall we say ? Let us spur up our minds and 
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memories a little, Sir, and answer the following ques- 
tion : viz. 

What preacher was it that indulged in similar indis — 
cretion, in olden time, and said, * Ye shall not surel3(^ 
die : for (Jod doth know, that in the day ye eat there — 
of, then your eyes shall be opened, arid ye shall be a ^ 
gods, knowing good and evil ' — Gen. iii. 4, 5. Who^ — 
soever that preacher might be, he was certainly in th 
very heart of the doctrine you advanced. For, if an 
of those who sin, do escape the punishment due totHei 
crimes, and do not die, as God said they should, thet» -^ 
God did know ity as well as he knew they existed — 
He knew they would repent and become god-like, o 
as gods^and know good and evil so well, as to forsake th 
evil and choose the good ; and that he would not sure] 
subject them to the ^ eternal death ' of hell in a futur 
state. It is hardly necessary to dispute such views ^ 
for the throats that can receive such dogmas, woulc^B^ 
Dot be likely to quackle much, in swallowing cariiels J^ 

Do not suppose I mean to accuse you, friend Fish — 
cr, of intentionally espousing the doctrine of ^ the o\9- 
preacher ! ' Far from it. I leave such labors of JoV^^ 
and politeness, to those, who heap such encomiums^o 
my head with unsparing hands. I simply mean t 
show you the legitimate relations and results of youir 
system of doctrine. My reasoning is aimed agains^^ 
the argument, not the man. — A word to the wise wilE^ 
be sufBcient. God said, ' In the day thou eatest ihere-^ 
of, thou shalt surely die \^ and so the Serpent under— 
stood him; and to give all their dues, he framed his de— 
nial with strict reference to God's assertion. He said, 
* For God doth know, that in the rfoy,' &c. He said 
they should not surely die, according to God's word ; 
and I am sorry that you or any other good man sfrbuTd 
be so mconsiderate as to imitate his bad example in 
any degree. And, as Paul said, on another occasion, 
Brother, * 1 hope better things of you' in future. In 
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cegard to the light in which your notions of forgive- 
' uess, represent the demands of justice or the law, I 
refer you to my next leiler, which will be aadressed 
to Mr. Chickering, of Bolton. 

3 On your afternoon's discourse, from Jeremiah, 
viii. 22, ^ Is there no balm in Gilead^ is there no physi- 
cian there ? why then is not the health of the daughter 
of my people recovered'?^ — my remarks will be few. 
You made the whole sermon centre in one point, viz., 
that the sinner might be saved, if he chose. God was 
willing and sincerely desirous to have all men saved ; 
but they must comply with the conditions of salvation, 
and submit to gospel terms. There was nothing in 
the way but the unwillingness of the sinner to repent 
and be saved, &cc. Please consult my letters to Mr. 
Cushing and Mr. Howe on that point. 

But are you serious and considerate, Sir, in saying 
all men may be saved ? Have you entirely given up 
the doctrine of election, predestination, and foreknow- 
ledge? Or do you wish to come under the animadver- 
sions of the famous Dr. Griffin, in his letter to Rev. 
Mr. Eddy, of Canandaigua, (N. Y.) on the subject of 
protracted meetings ? Dr. Griffin says, ' Though the 
doctrines of sovereignty, election, and dependance [on 
God for repentance and salvation] may be dispropor- 
tionately urged, yet I have found them, in the revivals 
of forty years, of great efficacy in causing the sinner to 
die to all hope in himself, and casting him wholly upon 
God. His obligations to immediate repentance ought 
certainly to be ui*ged with the most imperious decis- 
sion : but to confine the preaching to the neglect of 
other doctrines, is to turn the whole into declamation, 
and to encourage that destructive self dependance which 
rt ought to be our constant labor to oppose. It is in 
short withholding an essential part of that body of 
truth which unitedly is ' the sword of the spirit.' The 
Doctor accuses, if I may so speak, those preachers 
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who neglect the doctrines of God's sovereignty, and 
election o[ some lo^ everlasting life, kc. of eroploymg 
Mnere tricks to move the jjowion*'— of using * quaint 
and questionable expedients for effect/ alluding pro- 
bably to the practice of asking anxious persona *^tf 
rise up in public assemblies^ either to desire prayers or 
to proclaim their determination to submit at once,' by 
repairing to some other place with a handful of priesls 
to inquire into their feelings, &c. He speaks of a 
' low and barbarous cant,^ and ' the slang^ of anxtoitf 
me.etingSy and the like,' in much harsher terms than I 
shall employ, in describing the meeting in this town. 
If his letter had been designed to reprove the raetho- 
distic declanr>ation which came down in torrents 00 
the 2d, Sd, 4th, and 5th instant, it could hardly have 
been made to set more closely* Almost every dis- 
course, with the exceptbn of yours, was a boisterous 
tirade of rank, uncultivated Arminianism. The Divine 
Sovereignty, this side the day of judgment, was virtu- 
ally denied, scoffed, and given to the winds. I say 
this without the fear of contradiction. Not a state- 
ment was advanced that God had any will, purpose, 
or plan of grace, aside from his wishes^ desires^ and 
anxious willingness that free agents might be saved 
from his own wrath ! This I sacredly declare to be the 
naked truth, so far as relates to the fourteen discour- 
ses, and many addresses, and numerous prayers which 
I heard ; and hold myself responsible to a world, to an- 
swer to the fact, at the bar of God before an assem- 
bled universe ; when its verity may be tested by the 
book of the recording Angel, written with heaven's pen, 
in lines of light and characters of fire ! 

Well, Sir, (fee question* I now propose, as in the im- 
mediate presence of the great *I AM,' is, have you. 
-abandoned the d^octrine of Calvinism^, so far, as re- 
lates to'what Dr. Griffin calls, ^sovereignty^ election 
and dependance;^ which have been found to be of 
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great tfficacyj in the experiefrice of forty years, in caus- 
ing the sinner 16 die to all hope in himself, and cast 
hipiself wholly upon God ? ' Or ^re you still a believ- 
er in these doctrines, but disposed to withhold them 
from your hearers at these protracted meetings, and,, 
* by mere tricks of declamation, encourage that destruc- 
tive self'dependance which you ought constantly to op- 
pose ? ' These are solemn questions, if your preach- 
ing is true ; and I press them upon your consideration 
with seriousness, and with reference to ^that great 
Day for which alt other days were made.' 

My reasons are briefly these. First ; if you do 
hold with all the distinguished men of your order, an- 
cient and modern, not excepting Drs/ Beecher, Eli, 
Wood, Tyler, and Griffin, to the doctrines of particu* 
lar election and sainf^s perseverance^ you are wholly 
inexcusable for not openly avowing them on those oc- 
casions, where ' the essential part of the body of truth ' 
is imperiously needed, to supplant the body of error. 
Those conversions must be deceptive and spurious, 
which are produced by receiving one half of the truth 
for the whole. Half a truth, if talcen for the wh6le, is 

9 lie, to alt intents and purposes. It is a deception. 
If you do nof believe those doctrines, you Owe it to 
yourself, your church and congregation, your fellow- 
creatures and your God, to say so, in words that bear 
-the precision of knowledge and the clearness of light. 

You owe this recantation to your church, and the de- 
nomination to which it belongs. For, the very creed 

10 which they subscribe, recognises the doctrine of 
divine sovereignty, foreknowledge, election, and the 
final perseverance of all saints, in terms which cannot 
be explained nor frittered away. I say it to you, Sir, 
and to all, with deliberation and forethought, that I 
will hold myself responsible to forfeit a thousand dol- 
lars, if you will produce a regular creed of any CaU 
vinistic church in tliis county, that d6ds not virtually 
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include the doctrines before named, by a' fair and ler 
gitiniate construction of langu^e ; and, fiirtbermor^s , 
will never preach a sermon afterwards in favor of unE- - 
versa! grace and happiness. But every man kno^sr^ s 
that these points are essential to regular Calvinism. 

Hoping you will kindly receive my protestations 
respect and friendship, and bestow upon my remarl 
the consideration tliev deserve, 

I am with Christian affection, 

R. Strebter: 

Shirley Village, Oct ISth, 1832. 



LETTER VI. 



To Rev, Mr. Chickering, 

CALVINIST MIKISTER OF BOLTON, MASS. 

Begging; the QaestioD — Calvinism and Popery — Striie with God- 
The KJQg and his Son — Story of the pious fattier and son. 

My dear young Friend : 

As I am some fifteen years before you, in the rao 
we are running ' on the mortal side of human existence, 
you vvill not expect an apology for addressing you o 
the ;;reat subject of religion. It will be my aim t 
heed the admonition of Paul, — 'Rebuke not an elder 
but entreat him as a father ; and the younger nfien 
bretinen.' This, 1 shall be the more likely to do, since, 
after more than twenty-two year's constant warfare un- 
der ihe blood-sprinkled banner of the Cross, I do not 
feel i: ilf as much confidence in my own skill and prow- 
ess as I didin my 19th year, when, buckling on the whole 
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lurraour of God, I seized the sword of the spirit and 
Tushed into the hottest battles oflhe spiritual campaign. 

1 was somtimes reminded of the fact, that the race is 
not always to the swift, nor the victory to the strong ; 
for, being too precipitate in my movements, or too am- 
bitious of obtaining some conspicuous post in the en- 
gagetiient, I have occasionally, laid hold of the blade 
of the sword instead of the hilt, and as my antagonist* 
got the grasp which I ought to have had myself, have 
T)een obliged to let go my hold, and suiSer the mortifi- 
cation of defeat, where I had anticipated the proudest 
TJctories. I was strikingly reminded of those by-gone, 
days. Sir, by observing the prominent part which you 
took in the services of tlie recent meeting in this town; 
especially, when, standing in the watch-tower of sub'^ 
Calvinism, you read the following text: ^ For the 
weapons afi our umrfare are not carnal^ but mighty 
through (rod to the pulling doum of strong holds/ 

2 Cor. X. 4. Ah, thought I, (while you were ad- 
justing your notes, which did not iappear to set easy oti 
the face of the good Book,)that great subject would 
have come with a better grace from *the Goliath of 
Groton,* who was on watch service, at your left. But 
finding you armed with *a coat of mail,' which I sus- 
pect Iwd been worn before, but newly fitted up to suit 
the fashion of the day, and accommodate the wearer, 
I listened with admiration, while you were beating the 
air with all the activity and vigor of youth; fighting 
pitched battles with men of straw on earth ; conquer- 
ing whole armies in the clouds, and meeting a fatal re- 
pulse only, when you attempted to route the forces and 
storm the citadel of the sooty majesty * of the bottom- 
less pil.'. In that Waterloo assault, you would have 
been taken captive, had you not retreated with haste 
and hoisted a nag of truce, postponing further engage- 
ments, to ^ the day of judgement, ' when all the bellig- 
erents of three worlds are to meet before an Almtgfatj? 
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Umpice, for the amicable adjustment of old aflairs^ 
quarrels, and fightings \ And your subseqjuent jcoaduct 
agreed with the terms of the stipulation ; for you hard- 
ly spoke disrespectfully ol' his piichy, honor afterward. 
I think he would show a querulous disposition, to find 
fault with your performances which followed. 

Not to flatter, however, I must do myself the plea- 
sure of saying,, your Sermon was written and delivered 
in a strain of eloquence which would do honor to a bet- 
ter cause ; and far above either of the. other three. It 
evinced a vividness of imagination and a nervous grasp 
of thought, which would appear to admirable advantage^ 
if employed in close reasoning and sound argument. 
A few qijiestions on the Sermon, must suffice ; the sub- 
stance of which is before me. 

1. Why did you take it for granted, that Uhe toea- 
pons^ of apostolic warfare,.were the c/oc^rtne^ of the tioo 
great Reformers^ as you called them ? Was that ^beg- 
ging the question, ' either fair or manly ? Has not a 
•Aft{/2ltof Mahomet, just as good a right to assume the 
point, that those weapons are the doctrines of that ^ great 
Apostle and Prophet of God,* as he would term him ? 
Certainly. And has not a Catholic priest quite as much 
authority, for presuming that the Popes of the Holy See 
have received the weapons of ]the spiritual warfare, in 
regular succession from St. Peter^of whom greater 
things were said, than. even of Paul himself? And from 
whom Paul, no less than the Popes, received his com- 
mission to ' fight the good fight of faith ? ' No man of 
reading and information, can deny the fact.' And it is 
written in history, in characters of blood and fire, that 
the Calvinistic doctrine has led its votaries, in all coun- 
tries where they had the means, to persecute, kill, and 
burn heretics, with as little mercy and to as great 'an 
extent, according to their numbers and power, as ever 
the Catholics did. Deny this. Sir, you dare not, and 
appeal to history for the facts ! 1 invite you to the 
contest^ in a work on that 'carnal' point!! 
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12. Do you reply, by saying, that you did not men- 
tion the name of Calvin, but barely that of Luther ? 
Answer ; that is only making a bad matter worse. It 
shows in the first place, that you were ashamed of the 
author of your system ; and in the next, that you meant 
to deceive your hearers, by professing one doctrine 
and preaching another. You had not half as much 
Yeasou to be ashamed of the Champion of the Refor- 
mation, as he would have to be ashamed of you, for 
stealing the livery of the founder of Calvinism, to fight 
the battles of Arminius in. But had the ghost of Cal- 
vin been present, it would have been convulsed with 
rage, and chattered its unearthly teeth in vengeance, 
when you mentioned the name of Luther, that ' rascal ! 
dog !' as he was wont to call him, at the neglect of his 
own. Luther, as every^body knowns, remained the 
nearest to Popery, and retained in obvious terms, the 
most of its abominations, of any of the reformers,-— Cal- 
vin, Melancthon, Zuinglius, &c. This evinces, eitfa- 
-er that you were not honest; or that you are conscious 
t>f having receded from pure Calvinism, back towards 
old Popery ! 

But why do yOu rail against Popery itself? If you 
will tiame one absurd dogma in the whole creed, for 
which I cannot find an equivalent in your system, I 
promise before God and the world never again to open 
my lips or move a pen in opposition to Calvinism ! 
The blood and sufferings of Servetus, the Waldenses, 
the Pilgrims who landed at Plymouth, the Victims of 
our * Puritan forefathers,' the Baptists, Quakers, &c. 
will cry aloud from the earth, and declare that you 
bold openly that murderers and persecutors will go to 
heaven !' Yes Sir,xyou openly assert the doctrine of 
indulgences, by admitting in your creed and publicly 
-confessing in prayer, that all the members of churches, 
sin daily as long as they are on earth, — and still go to 
-heaven without a perfect change this ^ide the grave ; 
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for you say there is do change afterward. Deny this 
you cannot* See Dr. Spring's ' Vademecum/ in which 
it is avowed witbqut a blush, that the best saints on 
earth, ' sin daily^ frequently, knowingly, wijfully, great- 
ly and foully.' — ^Is not this indulgence enough ? Youi 
whole order oppose the doctrine of absolute sinless per- 
fection in this world. 

Dr. Porter maintains, on the subject of Revivals, that 
Converts to Calvinism cannot fix on the time of their 
conversion. One was changed over four years before 
he found it out, or thought of any such thing. The 
difference of feeling and conduct could not be very great, 
or he would have mistrusted something of the kind« 
Baxter, Backus, G. H. Cowles, and others, thought 
cont^eriiOM^ was wholly of God, and instantaneous; but 
that the time was imperceptible^ and the moral pplfu- 
tion appeared greater, after the change, than before. 
The subjects of such revivals enjoy a hope, of bebg 
saved, without first hoping they have met with a change 
of heart ! Is not this, according to your notions, indid- 
gence with a witness ? If gospel grace were not free and 
sovereign, says the Doctor, there could be no hope foi 
such sinners. None were confident of their own con- 
version ; but had full confidence in going to heaven ! 

President Edwards, in speaking of the great revival 
of his day, which was produced by preaching the five 
points of real Calvinism, says, it did not so much as 
come into the minds of converts, that tbey were 
changed, at the time of conversion. They had a stiU 
deeper sense of their g'litZ^ and rum as sinners,. than be- 
fore. Their salvation was wholly of God. He com- 
pares sinner's to a man in a dark place, who would 
perceive his danger gradually, as light was let in upon 
him. How much light then, must these sinners have 
received, who did not mistrust the change of condi- 
tion, till years after it took place? Dr. Porter men- 
liops another divine/' A* Hooper,' whosays that con* 
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^^^'^K^ons are not easily produced, but cost great labor^ 
^s tonverts liave to contend with the plngiAe of their own 
b carts,' &£c. And yet, after the great work is wrought, 
^lie sinful plague is not so removed, as to enabte the 
c^onvert to know it, or mistrust it for a long^ time, 
i^^inally, Dr. Hopkins says that the saints commit worse 
^yrimes than sinners ! You do not, it is true, profess to 
* pray, people out of purgatory ;' but you profess to be- 
lieve that your prayers will sa,ve them from a place in- 
finitely worse ; and. you are paid for your prayers hj 
^Ae year, as much as Catholics are by the job ! You 
•cJo not pray to ^ ihe Virgin Mary,' to pray for you be- 
fore the throne of God ; but you do encourage others, 
^^hether virgins or not, to pray to you to offer prayers 
jfhr them, that God would save them from his otm 
tjoraih ; as much hotter than purgatory, as Nebuchad* 
nezzar's furnace was hotter than moon-shine 1 You 
repair to the dying pillow of a wretch, whose life has 
been an unbroken chapter of rapine and cruelty, aqd 
by prayer, pretend to call down a saving unction, by 
which his heart is changed and his sins forgiven ; so 
that he agonizes and struggles from earth's gloom to 
heaven's glory. And, not un frequently, the triumph 
of your weapons is declared, in having gone from the 
il| prison to the gallows of a murderer, whose hands were 

as 

re 
iJ! 



a- 
id 
m 
re 



wreaking with gore, and by a momentary change of 
heart, given him a passport from blood to blessed- 
ness ! Clear your system, friend Chickering, of these 
abominations^ before you again boast of a reformation 
from Popery. Calvin's reformation was like a thun- 
derstorm, in the midst of gloomy midnight ! 

3. ' If you maintain or profess the doctrines of the 
reformers, why did you not only cautiously evade the 
name of Calvin, but also avoid stating each of the five 
points, and almost every thing else which pertains to 
that doctrine ? The necessity of repentance and faith, 
tho- trinity, and endless misery are not peculiar to Cal- 
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yinism. So far from coming; out like a man, in favoi 
of Calvin's system, you taught a universal atonement 
and cunditional salvation, treading under foot ' particu- 
lar election and divine predestination.' I vi^ill give a 
fair price for the copy of your discourse, Sir, that 1 
may publish it, and show Dr. Griffin and the world, 
that in order to work on the passions by tricks and 
slangs, you abandoned the leading doctrines of Calvioj 
Watts, Edwardsy Brainard, Wood, Stuart, and every 
otber author of talents and notoriety in the Calvinistic 
communion. 

The sermon from Isaiah xlv. 9, * JPo to him thai 
striveth with his Maker,^vfzs too entirely unconnected 
with the language of the prophet, to deserve a seriouj 
review. Not to give offence, however, and to leac 
you into the suburbs of correct sermonizing, I wil 
offer a few remarks. Let any person, of any denomi* 
nation, candidly read the chapter from which the tean 
was selected, and if it is not allowed to teach the doc- 
trine of Divino sovereignty, in as point blank terras bj 
any in the Old Testament, I will acknowledge I havi 
overrated the intelligence and candor of the people 
Please read it yourself. Sir, and correct me publici) 
and severely, if I am wrong. You know I am right 
and will not deny it. Well, what attention did yoi 
pay to the context ? Not a moment's. You com 
menced a regular strife with the very spirit of youi 
subject. In addressing Cyru3, of whom it is said 
' He is my Shepherd and shall perform all my plea 
sure,' God declares what He will do; what shall h 
done, and says, ' I form the light and create darktiess 
I make peace and create evil : I the Lord do all thes< 
things, &£c. &£c. Wo to him that striveth with hi 
Maker. Shall the clay say to him that fashioned it 
What makest tl^ou ? Or thy work. He hath n< 
hands ? Wo to him that saith unto his father, Wha 
begettest thou ? Or to the woman^ What bast thoi 
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it>ught forth ? Thus saitb the Lord, the Holy Ooe 
f Israel, and his Maker/ &;c. &lc. It is not. to be 
resumed, Sir, but that if ybu had read the coniexty 
very venerable matron and time-honored maiden in 
tiliat congregation, would have seen, at once, that it 
proclaimed the sovereignty of God, as divines call it, 
in unambiguous terms. And it would have been dif- 
ficult for you to kick up such a dust about * God's 
<5ontroversy with- Zion,' as to have smothered that 
fact. But regardless of the ' wo' in the text, you 
<5oramenced a formal ' strife' with our Maker ; and 
not only admitted her was dissatisfied with his own 
works, but that * He had no hands' mighty enough to 
restore its desolations. And you were not single- 
handed in the strife. 

The eloquent Mr. Rogers had publicly maintained, 
that the most valuable part of God's works, even that 
which VHe fashioned of clay,' — was bad, naturally bad, 
and totally depraved, as it came fresh from the^ hands 
of its Maker. And the lion-hearted Mr. Albro contin- 
ued the strife, in terms hardly compatible with the 
usages of decorous controversy. He not only threw 
his infinite antagonist into the back ground, by cooly 
representing him as getting really angry, every day, 
with his own works, and^repenting of what he had done 
himself in making man on the earth, but, also, as hav- 
ing his heart slung with grief, at the recollection of 
such indiscretions ! And indeed, if his opponent did 
really repent at all, it must have been for his own er^ 
rors, as one being cannot repent for another, even if 
'he would. Having got this advantage in the contro- 
versy, Mr. Albro, grew quite bold and boisterous, and 
called some of the Maker's works which were present, 
sinful fools, as well as natural villains ! And it must 
be cohfsssed there were some ii:\^ the audience who 
were not tdse enough, to discover, that he had offered 
any insult to themselves or their Maker. He said re- 



I 



fi4 LETTER TO 

peatedly,-^* Why, the fooKsh prodigal wan^t sucli a 
fool as sinners are. Fool as he was, he didn't refuse 
to arise and go to his father, after he came to himself. 
He won't such a fool as to think he hadn't ability to 
go, or it was best to remain with the swine, and live oit > 
their fare a little longer. But awakened sinners are 
such fools they don't say, ' I will arise,' hut think they 
can^t, or hadn^t best be in a hurry,' &tc. And now. Sir, 
I a^^ sorry to find you in the field, with an armor on, 
as dazzling a? the war-dress of Goliath, protracting 
the strife with our Maker to a painful prolixit}^ You 
represented the Almighty as having been frequently 
worsted in controversy with sinners, and that the only- 
way in which He could hope to overcome, was, to 
drop the war of words, and resort to a fisticufi* engage- 
ment, and by one furious blow, knock sinners down to 
the prison-house of despair, and commit them to tbo 
safe keeping of their father, the devil ! This, you 
know, is a sober statement of facts, stated in short me- 
tre ; and for its truth I hold myself responsible before 
- any tribunal in the universe. The words are mostly 
mine ; the real meanings wholly yours. And I close 
by saying, that there is not a text in the Bible which 
favors your notions of God's controversies ; nor one 
which says a syllable about carrying the strife into the 
resurrection world ! 

Your Sermon at the South Village, embraced some 
impoitant news from heaven, which ought to bef pro- 
claimed on the house-tops. Such Might' cannot be 
hid under a bushel. The news is no less important for 
being revealed in a school-house ! I shall keep as so- 
ber as I possibly can in the relation of facts, because 
the poet says, ' 

* Laugh when we musty be sober when we can^ 
But vindicate the ways of God to man.' 

You will forgive me, however, if I am a little mu-»- 
sicalj now and then, provided I keep cool; because 
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brother Albro Said in his first sermon at our late meet- 
ing, that God himself would not only get horribly an- 
gry with us, poor creatures, but that in the hottest of 
his wrath, He would lavgh also at our endless calami- 
ties, and mock^ too, at our very fears ! And if, on 
hearing such sublime discourses, a fellow should hap- 
pen to be excited with the theme, and smile^ is it not 
hard to be talked about, as making light of the ser* ^ 
mon ? Certainly. If God laughs, may 1 not smile ? 
I say this seriously and reverentially. Th.at man must 
he indevout, who does not imitate God, even to shed 
tears, if his Maker was so grieved at heart, as to weep ! 
But blessed be his name forever 1 ' God is not a man 
that He should lie, nor the son^'of man that He should 
repent. Hath He said it, and shall He not do It 3 hath . 
He spoken it, and shall He not make it good 7 

1. The first point, in the Lecture on Luke xv. 10, 
' There is joy in the presence of the angels of Godj 
over one sinner that repenteth,'* which requires, atten- 
tiorf, related to repentance. Thus, 

5 Repentance, or deep sorrow for sin, will not ensure 
pardon from God. The law of God which makes the 
penalty of every sin endless punishment, must have its 
full demands. The law has been violated, and the 
penalty must be executed on the transgressor, or eve- 
ry sinner in the universe would laugh at the Lawgiver. 
If the sinner could violate the law, and then escape the 
penalty by repenting, being sorry or reforming, it 
would be a mockery of justice ; ffhd in fact, the law* 
would oflfer a bounty on crimes. It would be offering 
the protection of violated laws to the guilty, on ac- 
count of his bare repentance. What would be thought 
of an earthly government that should forgive thieves, 
robbers, and murderers, and let them go unpunished, 
because they were sorry for what they had done ?■ 
Why, all the subjects would laugh at its threatenlngs, 
and go on and sin with impunity ; only taking care to 
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repent in season to~ escape the penalty. A King who 
should threaten murderers with death, and not exe- 
cute the law, would deserve the contempt of the whole 
realm. It is recorded in history, that a certain king 
made a law that if any of his subjects colnmitted a cer- 
tain crime, he should have both of his eyes put out ! 
Well, in a short time, the good king was informed that 
his law bad been violated ; and the culprit was forth- 
with brought before him. And who, my friends, do 
you think it was? Why, it was the king's own son ! 
Well, the penalty of the law must be executed to the 
very letter, or others would have excuse for commit- 
ting the^same crime. The honor of the judge, must 
not yield to the compassion of the father. Well, what 
could be done ? Why, my hearers, it is a tradition of 
history, whether true or not I do not say, nor does it 
make any difference, — but it is a tradition, that the king 
resolved upon this expedient, that to keep his word 
and the law inviolate, he would put out one of his son^s 
eyes and one of his own I And he executed the pen- 
alty of the law in that way, saving three quarters of the 
punishment fmm his son, by suffering the loss Of o'ue 
of his own eyes. And the people of his realm were 
quite as well satisfied as though he had executed the 
whole penalty on his guilty son.' [No wonder thought 
I ; for if they had known their own rights, they would 
have been still better satisfied, if that cruiel monster, 
who made such a law. had lost both his own eves to 
begin with, and had it written, ' like the laws of Draco, 
in blood,' and tears, "^ But you continued to say — 
* Though 1 don't pretend thsit the cases are exactly 
parallel, still, this is a very good illustration of the 
manner in w^iich God executes the. penalty of his holy 
law on transgressors, and yet freely forgives penitent 
sinners ! They are forgiven, on account of the satis- 
faction which the Second Person in the Holy Trinity 
Oiade to divine justice, by suffering for them the v?hoU 
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penalty of God's violated laws ; so that God can be 
just and yet forgive penitent sinners who believe in Je- 
sus,! &c. &c. Christ suffer the penalty of law ! And 
that penalty, mind ye, eternal death ! the endless pains 
of bell ! ! eternal exclusion from God and heaven 1 ! ! 
Confusion worse confounded ! And yet, Sir, you 
looked quite serious while relating the whole affair, 
I bad heard and seen the same arrant nonsense, be- 
fore ; but little did I think there was a man of good 
sense in the whole army of Protestants, who had self- 
control enough to repeat it, without a blush or a smile. 
You appeared to be in a hurry to get it off, quick, but 
looked as serious as a ' Connecticut deacon.' 

But to suppose that common people of common 
sense cannot unravel wsuch a net of priestcraft and de- 
lect its impositions, is to admit them spell-bound with 
fear, and superstition. If my two sons, who were 
present at the Lecture, about twelve years of age, over 
and under, had not been able to expose the contradic- 
tions and inconsistencies of the argument, I should not 
consider it safe to trust them off half a niile by moon- 
shine, vvilhout a servant lad of better talents, to guide 
and protect them. But I am told by Mr. Brown's 
friends that" he was so taken up with the illustration, 
that he enlarged upon it greatly, the next sabbath 
evening 1 Allow me to add : — If a chapter can be 
found in the Koran, or a paragraph of legends con- 
cerning purgatory, or a story of Swedenborg's visits 
to heaven and hell, more replete with absur^iity, con- 
tradiction and downright flummery, I not only -prom- 
ise to sacrifice my small possessions, but also my lib- 
erty for life. I will not except Swedenborg's story 
of seeing ' John Calvin in hell, at first rather melan- 
choly, then revelling^ in the society of harlots, but final- 
ly committed to prison with his followers, and put to 
hard labor,' probably, to work at the forge, making 
chains and handcuffs for his disciples, lest he should 
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be at his old tricks again, and get up a revival and re- 
bellion in the prison beneath. 

]Vly dear Sir, what shall we think of a man who pre- 
tends, that a law which requires both the eyes of s 
rebel, is honored, by destroying one c^/r of an innocent 
-person ? You undertook to make out, tKat the penal- 
ty of the law 'must be executed on the very culprit, oi 
the sovereign vvould be laughed to scorn 5 and yet pre- 
sented a case, in which half the letter, and, by youi 
own showing, three fourths of the spirit of the law, 
were evaded ! and a cruel king, who issued such a 
merciless law, instead of showing any favor from prin- 
ciple, made a virtue of necessity, and took to himself] 
the fruits of his own fool-hardiness. And you would 
have us believe that this king is a* fit similiiude of the 
great and good Aitthor of human existence ! Would 
it have been strange, if, after speaking thus of youi 
Maker, you had exclaimed, * wo is me !' and began 
' to feel round for some one to lead ' vou. (Acts xiii. 
10, 11.) 

There was not the ^shadow of parallel in the two 
cases, unless you meant to imply, that God suflfered in 
the death of his Son, equal to , the loss of one of his 
eyes ! Which is blasphemy. 

But suppose Christ did suflfer the penalty of the law 
for sinners. Can any mortal be so blind, as not to 
discover, that it ruins your story ? For, in that case. 
ibe- penalty would not fall on the guilty ; but on the 
innocent Jesus ! And the sinnep has only to repent 
and believe in such cruelty, and he is excused from all 
deserved punishment. Is not this oflTering the very 
' bounty on , crime,' lyhich you mentioned ? Youi 
representation is like this. A father has ten sons, and 
all excepting one, violate his law and deserve to sujflfei 
its penalty, which is," to have all their eyes put out. 
And to execute the law ^ to the very letter,' the fa- 
ther, (pardon the profanation t)f the name,) concludes 
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to put out the eyes o( his innocent son, by such a lin- 
gering process, that he would suffer just as great a 
quantum of misery, as all the guilty sons would, provi- 
ding i^ejhreat had been executed on them, individu- 
ally ! And this, you cMjust and merciful ! If God 
gratified his vengeance in the death of Jesus, and sat- 
iafied his stern justice, as much as though all mankind 
had been damned eternally, did He manifest any mer- 
cj/9 Nay, did He not, (forgive my pursuing the ar- 
gument, O Most Gracious,) satisfy his cruelty also, 
by causing the same amount of misery, and violate the 
very letter and spirit of his own law, by inflicting that 
misery on the innocent, instead of the guilty ? No 
man of discernment can deny it. Such is llie result 
of your comparison and reasoning. It is the same as 
though good old Jacob had been so angry with his 
wicked sons, who sold Joseph into Egypt, as to inflict 
all the punishment which they deserved, on that inno- 
cent son, and then boast of his mercy and justice! 
and pretend he had executed the threats of his law, 
on the guilty ! ! Would not this course * offer a 
bounty on crime,' and wield a bludgeon at innocence ? 
You will not deny it, Sir, in black and white. To 
finish the whole, you told sinners, that as ' the second 
person in the Holy Trinity had s,uffered the punish- 
ment they deserved, and satisfied the demands of jus- 
tice, all they had to do, was, to repent and believe, 
and all heaven was theirs.' That there was more joy 
in heaven over one repentant sinner than over ninety 
and nine just persons, who needed no repentance. 
Having silenced the lips of justice by satisfying its de- 
mands, you offered a bounty, by a bad use of scrip- 
lure words, of ninety -nine to one, in favor of sin; for 
if there was no sin, there would be no need of repent- 
ance ! I am too charitable to think you believe such a 
system. 
The only way by which you can avoid such ab- 
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surdities atid not offer a bounty on sin, is to aban- 
don your old crazy system of substitution^ and satis' 
faction to justice, and adopt the Scripture tiieory, that 
^ Herein is love, not that weloved God, but ibat He lov- 
ed us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.' 
' My little children, these things write I unto you that ye 
sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for oursonly but also for 
the sins of the whole world.' ' Who gave himself a ran- 
som for all, lobe testified in due time.' ^ That He by the 
grace of God should taste death for every man.' * God 
commendeih his love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us.' ' Christ diQjd,for the 
ungodly.' * And not only so, but we also joy in God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now 
received the atonement.' ' But he that doeth wrong 
shall receive for the wrong he hath done, and there is 
no respect of persons with God.' * He shall reward 
every man according to his works.' Adopt these 
views, and all is clear and harmonious. Not a word 
is said about God's threatenings, Christ's substitution, 
or suffering the punishment due to sinners. Not a 
word about Christ's making an atonement, making a 
propitiation for sin, purchasing a ransom, or clearing 
the guilty from their just deserts. Christ was the pro- 
pitiation, the ransom, the atonement for sin, in the 
same sense that He was Uhe mediator' and 'advo- 
cate.' That is, He was the mercy-seat or medium, in 
his official character and ministry, by which the un- 
purchased and boundless love of God, was commend- 
ed or recommended to a sinful world, for their recon- 
ciliation and salvtition from 'sin and unholiness. All 
who receive this atonement, or reconciliation, which is 
a better translation of the original word, (kattelagen) are 
saved from deserving punishment, and joy in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The marvellous news which you revealed concern- 
ing angels and glorified spirits, was quite amusing and 
interesting. You said that, ^ both angels and godly 
parents in heaven, had great com passion for sinners, 
snd their hearts were pained, when they perceived 
their unwillingness to repent and be saved.' And as 
you are blessed with a good share of mother-wit, yoii 
relate an anecdote in much better airs, than one of my 
clumsy mould can repeat it on paper. Due allowance 
must therefore be made, while I repeat after you. You 
said, 

* I knew a pious man about 70 years ago, who had 
a very vyicked, intemperate son. And when the fa- 
. iher was on his dying bed, his son disturbed the peace 
of his expiring moments with insolence and profanity, 
till he was obliged to expel him from his presence : 
saying, * My son, you disturb the quiet of my dying 
pillow, with your profanity and intoxication, — ^you 
must leave the room 1 ' But as the son went out, 
the father added, ' I will pray for you as long as I 
have breath.' Well, the good old man died, and, as 
we have reason ta believe, went to heaven ! And 
now, my hearers, do you think he lost all compassion 
for his debauched son ? By no means. His heart 
was pained, whenever he thought of the son he had 
left in his sins on eartlr! Well, suppose ^«e years had 
passed away, and the anxious father should meet a 
host of angels coming from earth to heaven, to report 
concerning the success of revivals ! Would he not 
inquire, — ' W^ll, what news from the world below?' 
And they answer, ' Bad news for you ! your son is as 
wicked as ever 1 ' Oh ! how must that father feel } 
Well, ten years or more roll away, and the father meets 
another troop of angels, and makes a similar inquiry, 
and receives the same answer! Must not his heart 
be pained, if he had any compassion for his son ? 
Weil, as report says, at the end of Jifty years, there 
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was a revival of religion in the place, and that ungod- 
ly son was among the hopeful subjects of its fnflu- 
ence. He was converted, broke off his vicious habits^ 
dashed from bis lips the intoxicating cup, and resoly- 
ed to go to heaven. Now, my friends, suppose that 
at the end of the fifty years, that father was walking 
along on the battlements of heaven, and discovered 
another host of angels ascending with fresh netos from 
earth. Would he not anxiously inquire, * Well, what 
is the news now?' and they answer, 'O good, good 
news! your son has experienced religion — he is con- 
verted.' O ray hearers, would not that joyful father 
join the angelic host, and go back to the throne of 
God, singing and shouting, ' Glory to God ! ray de- 
bauched son is converted ! he will be saved?' Yes; 
and the holy angels would strike a new note of praise, 
and shout, too, in louder and louder strains of joy, that 
another sinner had repented and experienced regener- 
ating grace.' 

Well done, said I, — that is a good story, and very 
well told. I hope it is substantially true ; for if it 
is, the abominable doctrine which has been taught 
for ages, that parents would be destitute of all hunran 
compassion in heaven, and rejoice over the sufferings 
of their own children in hell, is a mere fiction^ just as 
I always thought.it was ! ' 

I am really thankful to you, Sir, for opposing that • 
barbarous notion, before Mr. Brown^s hevLvers. They 
would have thought it perfectly ridiculous, in me; and 
said that I told stories and anecdotes in preaching, he* 
cause I was destitute of scripture proofs. That I con- 
tradicted myself, by saying, that saints and angels 
would be anxiously pained at heart, in the midst of 
perfect felicity in heaven ! They would have inquir- 
ed, what sort of a heaven it would be, for parents to 
be so concerned and uneasy about their unconverted 
children, as to wander off from the throne of God, and 
loher about on the battlements of the kingdom, waiting 
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(or troops of angels to return from missions, to bring 
tidings from the world below ! Indeed, Mr. Brown's 
friends would laugh at the notion, that God himself, 
who carrks on all the revivals in person^ should need 
to send missioaaries from heaven, to collect the newi 
of the day, and chase back and forth as the gazetteers 
of the skies ! They would argue, that, if the bare 
exposure of a child to endless wo, would produce pain 
in heaven, his final doom would plunge the poisoned 
spear into their bosoms, to fester into the gangrene of 
incurable grief! And their conclusions would be 
plausible, to say the least. 

Remarks on your last sermon, from John iii. 16, 
will be incorporated with my letter to Mr. Brown. 

Friend Chickering, when you premised to your au- 
dience at the Soulh Village, that in speaking of the 
'unknown worlds,' you could not be limited to real 
facts, but must be allowed to fill up the great outlines 
of the picture which God has drawn in the Bible, with 
the paintings of imagination ; and that it was probable 
that when people arrived at either place, heaven or 
hell, they would find the reality very different from 
the representation, I thought you meant to speak with 
some precaution. But when you went on, so fluently, 
to reveal the ntxos^ and describe the minute circum* 
stances of heavtm, you reminded me of the following 
anecdote, to which, I was knowing. 

At a term of the Supreme Court of Vermont, hold- 
en at Newfane, about fifteen years ago, a Baptist min- 
ister by the name of Elliott, was called upon the 
standi aii a witness, who was justly celebrated for 
his ease and fluency in preaching. But when he gave 
testimony under oath, and was limited to facts, * the 
truth and nothing but the truth,* he was extremely 
embarrassed. A good natured ' limb of the law,' who 
had heard much of Mr. E.'s fluency, asked a brother 
laiiryer, in an under voice, why he was so embarrassed 

7 
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and confused, in giving his testimony beforeiJliuoaitF 
' Why/ answered his friend, involuntarily rUmg his 
iHnce with his head, * the reverend gendeman isf eon/ift- 
id to facts, now ! he is limited to facts, Sir.' My 
queries in regard to you, were, how the Rev. Gentle- 
man would succeed in preaching about 'unknown 
worlds,' if confined to facts ? If this litde anecdote 
should lead you to consider, that facts are preferable 
to fictions, and scripture truths worth more than sense- 
less theories, one object. Sir, in relating it, will be un- 
expectedly answered, by 

Yours very affectionately, 

RUSSELL STREETER. 

Shirley VUlage, 20tA OUoher, 1832. 
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To Rev. John Todd, 

CALYIinST MINISTER OF OEStON, MASS. 

The perfect knowledge of God — Drs. Beecher and Wood— Electkm 

— Man's destiny and ability — No impos$iibility required — A host 

of sinners passing through heaven, Ac, 

My dear Friend : 

I listened to your discourse of the 4th instant, with 
unbroken attention, and will now claim the indulgence 
of remarking on that brief storm of eloquence. I shall 
^ neither extenuate, nor set down aught in malice ;' and 
it is hoped your regard for my eternal welfare, will in- 
cline you to hear me with candor, and follow mj la- 
bors With prompt corrections, should I mistake or xnis- 
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otate yoar meaning. My design is, to speak the truth, 
in love and faithiuhiess. You began : 

* God is %H a habit, so to speak, of sending his crea- 
tures on various errands, for the execution of his own 
pleasure, iic. He commands angels in heaven to go 
— and ihey obey him, he. 

*God is in a habit of commanding all men, Jews 
and Gentiles, the learned and unlearned, to yield him 
obedience, etc. And now 1 wish to ask you one plain 
question, viz., (pointing your finger high towards the 
clouds,) What right has God to command you to obey 
him ? What right has He ? (a pause). My hearers, 
who made you ? Did you create yourselves ? Why 
then did you not make yourself an angel; or a being of 
superior talents ? Why a frail, sinful worm of the 
dust ? But you know that God made you, such as you 
are ! And has not your Maker a ri^hi to require your 
services ? Certainly. 

' Who preserves you ? Do you preserve yourselves ? 
Why then do n't you retain the bloom of youth, and 
the vigor of health ? Why do you grow old and in- 
firm, and sicken, and die ? But God preserves you ; 
and therefore you owe him your best services and con- 
stant obedience. 

' Whose farm is that ? and whose buildings are 
those ? (pointing your finger.) Are ihey yours^ or has 
God lent them to you ? If they are yours, what right 
has God to destroy your crops with hailstorms or 
drowth ? or to send his lightning and burn up your 
buildings ? Has God any- right to destroy what does 
not belong to him ? or burn up property that is not his 
own ? Surely not. It is all his, and you are borrow- 
ers. God has a right to do as he will with his own 
property. He is your Creator, Preserver and (Jov- 
eropr, and you owe him entire and perpetual obedi- 
en<M3. God asks no more than what is his right, and 
I that He will have. He demands the supreme homage 
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and love of all hearts. And why should he not? since 
all you possess and all you are belong to God, as his 
property, which he will dispose of as he pleases/ 

You will not complain, Sir, thdt I have done you 
injustice in this abridgment of your argument. Liet 
us then analyze it, and ascertain its Constituent parts. 
1. You learn that God has a right to require the 
obedience of all men, because He made all, and pre- 
serves and blesses all ! Granted. 2. You ascertain 
that Deity made us subject to sickness, the decay of 
age, and to death itself, from the fact that these events 
eome upon all, in the order of His providence. * Wo 
theory, however plausible, could couvinoe a n>an of 
your talents, that God made all men with the design 
of having them forever retain the freshness of youtb 
and the bloom of health, since the facts of the casie an- 
nounce the contrary. Even an unlettered child can 
discover, that if God intended anything different in re- 
gard to man's health and longevity, from what actually 
takes place under his government. He must be disap- 
pointed ; and being possessed of infinite attributes, 
His disappointment must he infinite ! Very well; we 
agree finely. 3. When a tempest or tornado de- 
stroys our crops, or the lightnings consume our build- 
ings, you know it was God who did it, as no other be- 
ing could command or send those judgments. If the 
Almighty had not intended those events. He would 
have held the tempest-cloud in the hollow of his band, 
and caused the forked lightnings to play in harmless 
splendor through the heavens. ^He has a special de- 
sign in every measure of his government. To deny 
this, is practical atheism, 

4. It follows of course that God had a definite 
purpose in giving existence to every rational soul ; and 
that the purpose of Deity will be perfected. In other 
words ; the ultimate destiny of every being will be pre^ 
ciiely what the Creator intended^ and what he knmfi > 
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it would be. For instance : the Creator designed to 
make a being exactly like my humble self; and He 
knew from ancient times, that the being spoken of 
would be born in Chesterfield, N. H. on the 15th of 
April, A. D. 1791. This we suppose to have been 
knoum from everlasting. Now, Sir, what should we 
think of the man, who, in the face of such a fact, 
should contend that the same being might have been 
introduced upon earth at some other place and time ; 
say, at St. Petersburg, in Russia, a thousand years 
hence ? Why, we must conclude he was either a mad- 
man, a novice, or a wilful bigot. No decree can add 
any certainty to an event, which is the subject of cer- 
tain knowledge. Let it be further granted, then, that 
God knew my final destiny would be misery without 
end ! Very well ; be it so. But I wish to ask you, 
friend Todd, whether there has been a time since God 
first knew I should certainly go to your hell, ' so to 
speak,' that it was possible for me to be saved and go 
to heaven ? No man of good sen§e will risk his repu- 
tation upon such an argument. It would be the cli- 
max of absurdity. It would, if possible, be more fool- 
ish than to suppose I might have been born in Russia, 
notwithstanding my Maker infallibly knew I should 
light on the shores of time in North America. Hence, 
you will admit that, to spe^k after the manner of men, 
there is no danger of my being saved, on the above 
supposition ! And, for Deity to use any means, with 
the pretension of ineaning to rescue me fron^ my final 
destiny^ would only be the addition of insult to injury. 
Again, guppose the Almighty Creator knew that a 
rational being by the n^me of John Todd, would be 
ushered into existence about the same time that I was, 
perhaps a little after, and that being soundly orthodox^ 
in his own estimation, he would certainly be saved 
from the hell to which he never was exposed, and 
leap, at death, from the sandbank of mortalitv to tbe 

7* * 
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sunny highlands of paradise. This,^^ was embraced 
in the fixedness of knowledge. Has there ever beeiL 
a moment, then, since the fact was known to God^ 
that the aforenamed John Todd could change his owi^ 
unalterable destiny and land on the fire-bound head- 
lands of endless damnation ? Have you any agency^ 
by which you can disappoint Deity, change facts to 
fictions, fate to falsehood, and infinite knowledge into 
indefinite foolishness? And the same consequences 
will follow, according to your own showing, when ap- 
plied to any other being or thing in the universe. Th© 
same unerring wisdQni which marked out the flaming 
course of the comet, gave directions also, by the eter- 
nal laws of nature, to the sinuous flight of the sparks 
which stream from a glowing fijrnace. The wings of 
a cherub and the wings of a sparrow, are alike under 
the control of Deity. The destiny of every created 
being in the universe of God, must have been settled 
in the councils of the Creative Mind eternal ages be- 
fore we existed on earth. To say" the result will be 
different from what was contemplated with the certain- 
ty of knowledge, is foolishly to charge God with folly ; 
but to maintain that a being whose final destiny was 
forged and finished on the anvil of eternal wisdom, can 
alter it, * for better or for worse,' (as Mr. Rogers says) 
would be equally absurd and blasphemous. It de- 
stroys the very foundation of Calvinism, as stated and 
defended, so far as the Divine purpose is concerned, 
by every author of notoriety on both continents. Hear 
your own Doct. Lvman Beecher, in a sermon of his, 
reprinted under his revising eye, at Boston, in 1827, 
firom the text, * Thy kingdom come.^ He says : 

* It is desirable tnat God should govern the world, 
and dispose of all events, because he knows perfectly 
how the world should be governed. He only, knows 
bow so to order things that the existence of every &e- 
ng, and every event, shall answer the pltrpose or 
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ITS CBEATioN, from the rolling of a world to the fall 
of a sparrow. In Him, the knowledge which discov- 
ered the endy discovered also with unerring wisdom, 
the most appropriate means to bring it to pass. The 
whole universe is a store-house of means, and when 
God speaks, every intelligence and every atom flies to 
execute his pleasure.' Can you object to these ortho- 
dox and immutable truths ? Are they npt the same in 
principle^ with those advanced by yourself, Sir ? Then 
hear the final result, so far as man's destiny is concern- 
ed ! — * God's eternal decrees^ of which so many are 
afraid, are nothing but the plan He has devised to ex- 
press his benevolence and make his kingdom as vast 
and as blessed, as his own infinite goodness desires. 
He will bring just as many obstinate rebels to aban- 
don their prison^ and enter cheerfully his kingdom, 
as infinite wisdom, goodness and mercy DESIRES. 
Grod will not MAR the happiness of his kingdom by 
bringing in too many, nor by shutting out too many. 
His redeemed kingdom, as to the NUMBER and 
PERSONS who compose it, will be such as shall be 
wholly satisfactory to God, and to every subject of his 
kingdom. God will cause the punishment of the 
wicked to illustrate his glory, and thus indirectly PRO- 
MOTE the HAPPINESS of HEAVEN ! ! .'—Beech^ 
er's Sermon, pp. 4, 5. 

Here, Sir, is an exhibition of your own views of the 
subject, if you retilly believe in endless misery. As 
Dr. Emmons told me in conversation, * this is the only 
ground on Which endless misery can be maintained 
with a shadow of propriety. The purpose of God 
must reach all events, and of course, the final condi- 
tion of his offspring. God will bring jiist as many to 
his holy kingdom as he pleases — -just that number and 
those persons which his infinite wisdom and mercy de- 
sire,^ This, Mr. Todd, is your system, and you can- 
not deny it in any tangible form. You believe as much 
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as I do, that the Creator chained the latent cause to 
the most distant event, and made them both immuta- 
bly fast in the fitness of things. And hence, if a great- 
er number could be saved than God originally intend- 
ed, it would destroy his supremacy and government, 
and not only mar the happiness of heaven, but, in the 
whirl of ages, it might * gratify the wicked,' as friend 
Rogers would say, * in hurling God himself from his 
throne ! ' ' Look out then for the homestead.' 

Dr. Wood of Andover, teaches the same doctrine, 
and yet, no sooner do his theological boys become of 
age, than they deny and ridicule the theory in which 
he drilled them for years. 

' It is altogether unreasonable to object to the doc- 
trine of the Catechism that * God has fore-ordained 
whatsoever comes to pass ;' that is, that his purpose ex- 
tends to all events in his administration. These rer 
marks are as applicable to the purpose of God, which 
is called election, as to any other. God must have 
eternally designed to do just what he does in the pres- 
ent life, and what he will do in the judgement day; 
that is, he must have designed to save that same num- 
ber of individuals, and no more or less. He must 
have determined to do it. Divine grace in the con- 
version of sinners is distinguishing ; in other words — of 
those who are equally unworthy of favor, and equally 
deserving o( punishment, some are renewed and others 
arc not. Divine grace actually makes a difference 
among those who are equally sinful, renewing some 
and not others. That act of divine grace which, so 
far as the conduct of sinners is concerned, is wholly 
unconditional, is the first formation of a holy charac- 
ter.' See Wood's Letters to Dr. Ware, pp. 154 — 158. 

No language could more clearly express the very 
sentiments which 1 have said, belong to your system. 
This is an honest avowal of the doctrine of Calvinism 
in its mildest forms, declared as in letters of suu-be^ms. 
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Of what avail then, is all the modern whimpering 
about a conditional salvation^ so far as the cotiduct of 
sinners is concerned } And what shall we think of the 
men, who profess the ahove doctrine, and yet pretend 
that God is desirous to save all men, and that the 
whole family of Adam might have been saved and 
made forever holy ? Either they are insane, or they 
mean to deceive their hearers. Any man who has 
read beyond the Jirst chapter * of old wives' fables,' 
must see that they contradict their own system in the 
most direct manner. And furthermore ; for men who 
maintain the doctrine of foreordination, or absolute 
fore knowledge, to talk of God's anger, and repent- 
ance, and grief, 2nd jealousy, as though they were real, 
as the same passions are in men, is too ridiculous to 
be named, except as the second part of the tale of 
witch-stories and apparition revelations. 

It is bad enough in men to conduct in such a man- 
ner as to be sorry and repent ; and quite too bad to 
he jealous, and get an^ry, especially with their own 
works ! And to suppose that Deity really is jealous 
and angry, while every thing in the universe is perfect- 
ly under His control, is monstrous in the extreme. 
T!\\e figurative language of scripture, upon these sub- 
jects, as some of your own authors have well observed, 
has reference only to the appearance of things in his 
administration, and not to the real feelings and thoughts 
of God. In the destruction of the old world, the do- 
ings of God appeared like those of a man, who repents 
or is disappointed, and destroys his own works with 1^ 
vengeance. But God's thoughts are not really as our 
thoughts, nor his ways as ours. Those passages which 
speak of the repentance, anger, and jealousy of God, 
need only be interpreted go as to agree with others. 
In which His infinite perfection and Immutability are 
taught, and all is harmonious and glorious ! 

We now come, Sir, totbat part of your discourse, 
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in which you strenuously argued that ' no man was re 

2uirecl to perform an impossibility; in other words, that 
rod had no right to demand of his creatures, the per- 
formance of an act, which they had not full ability to 
perform ! Agreed. But has man the ability to save 
himself contrary to the design or knowledge of his 
Maker ? Can he frustrate that part of the Divine plan, 
any more than he can retain the freshness and loveli- 
ness of youth forever, and refuse to grow old and die ? 
Or has God made it so certain that a man shall decay 
under the wasting hand of time, that he cannot avoid- 
it ; and yet left it so uncertain whether he shall be 
finally saved or lost, that the result may be produced 
by -the ability of the creature, contrary to the purpose 
and knowledge of his Creator ? Such gibberish you 
will not maintain. The consequence, then, is inevita- 
ble. It is simply this. Whatever agency man may 
possess, he cannot frustrate one iota of God's original 
design. His agency is an important part of that glori- 
ous plan, and must co-operate in the accomplishment 
of Jehovah's pleasure. And every sinner whom God 
intended to subdue and bring into hisktngdom, will be 
converted and saved, exactly at the time and in the 
way, which He designed ; but every one whom He did 
not intend to save and make holy, will use his agency 
in such a manner, as to bring about the intended re- 
sult. As said the late editor of the Boston Recorder; 
^ To speak of degrees of. divine influence^ is to repre- 
sent the Deity as being finite and weak, like mortal 
nien, who accomplish their purposes with difficulty and 
labor, It is always effectual when exerted. When 
God is pleased to exert his power, it is not difficult for 
him to bring a Saul, a Manasseh, or a gospel-harden- 
ed sinner, out of darkness into light, and make the 
stoutest heart submit ! ' Away then with the flummery 
of declamation about the obstacles of man's agency ! 
You will not hesitate to admit that God has no rights — to 
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use your own words, — to require the salvation of a sinner 
whom He does not intend to save, ft would be re- 
quiring an impossibility. Like binding him hand and 
foot, as you remarked, and chaining him to a rock, and 
then demanding of him to run and be free ! Hence if 
any are finally lost, it will not be owing to their neg- 
lect of performing what God had a right to demand ; 
but if the fault be theirs, it will consist in not doing, 
what He had no right to require, and they no ability to 
^ perform! But who would not blush to avow such 
monstrous absurdities ? If I had not resolved to treat 
these subjects with great delicacy, I should use sever- 
er terms: 

1 was much diverted. Sir, when you conveyed the 
innumerable host of liars, thieves, robbers, murderers, 
&zx;. to the world of glory, and beyond it. Something 
like the following : 

' What do sinners want to go to heaven for ? It is 
foolish to wish to go, unless they know what it is for I 
They cannot carry their farms, work-shops, nor mer- 
chandize ; and if they could, there would be no use for 
them in heaven. They don't wish to go there to associ- 
ate with God, or Christ, or angels and saints; for they 
could not bear their company on earth. Neither could 
the host of the redeemed, who have come out of great 
tribulation and washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb, consent to mingle with the 
more numerous company of the ungodly, who have 
scoffed at religion and wallowed in the filth and mire 
of debauchery and crime. If two cannot walk togeth- 
er on earth, unless they are agreed, how much less 
could they in heaven ? — But suppose the wicked are 
allowed to go to the world of glory ! Come, let the 
abominable army of the wicked — infidels, liars, thieves 
robbers, drunkards, murderers and all, ascend in com- 
pany ! Unfold your pearly gates on golden hinges, ye 
glorious heavens, and let them enter ! There ! there 
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they go ! they ascend — they enter the world of glory ! 
The celestial hosts divide to the right and left 1— ^But 
for what ? tu welcome them to the regions of light and 
the society of the redeemed ? No ! but to let them 
pass through to some dark corner of God's universe, 
and hide themselves in guilt and dispair ! '^--Quite ac- 
commodating, thought I ; and looking about me, I per« 
ceived the countenances of the would-be-saints were 
lighting up with something like a smile. They ap- 
peared to be quite pleased that "^the saints triumphant' 
had escaped, though narrowly, the pollutions of sin- 
ners ; and that the dear creatures whom they and their 
God are so anxious to save, were not detained at all 
in heaven, but allowed to continue the rapidity of their 
jBight, till they reached the ' dark corner,' on the oth- 
er side of the kingdom ! My first impression was, that 
my fellow-christians were rather hard-hearted in smil- 
ing that poor sinners had sped their way through the 
broad empire of God above, and landed afar 6ff, on the 
dark nook of dispair. But a second thought corrected 
the error. They probably remembered the reverend 
sayings of Mr. Albro and others, that ' heaven would 
be the worst place,^ Mhe direst and hottest hell in the 
universe for sinners I ' Of course, they exercised * dif- 
interested benevolence ' in rejoicing that they were not 
arrested in their career by a phalanx of saints and an- 
gels, and compelled to remain in that fire of sevenfold 
vengeance ; — and / smiled^ too ! But you, brother 
Todd, hoisted the wretches upward and onward, and 
the celestial hosts let them pass through, for the same 
reason that Dr. Beecher said, ' God would shut them 
out of heaven,' viz. lest, by * saving too many, it would 
m^r the joys of the place ! ' Saints of your commu- 
nion, do not wish to be overrun with company. They 
have no notion of condescending, like the despised 
Nazarene, to eat and drink whh publicans and sinners. 
They associate with the elect party y only. Those who 
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are, to be sure, when ihey pr/zy, * poor, blind, misera<» 
ble sinners;' but in a moment afterward, renewed 
saints, and gems of the first water. 

Do you complain, Sir, that I make light of your 
arial exbibition ? That may be ; — but do 1 make the 
subject lighter than it was originally ? Was it not a 
* mere trick ' — a high, but ' barbarous cant '— ^* light as 
- apufFofempty air.' I could not but suspect you were 
laughing in^your sleeve, when you stretched your giant 
arms to the clouds, — threw open the doors of paradise, 
escorted your drunken libertine host to heaven, with a 
bold theatrical flourish, drove them through a bound- 
less kingdom to the remote corner of another infinity, 
and then came bouncing down upon earth, like a se- 
cond Jupiter, with a fist full of red-hot thunderbolts to 
frighten a credulous multitude of young people ! No 
doubt there were some present, who thought the demons 
bad come down in the likeness of men ; and said, as 
did the Mufti concerning God : ^ Infinities are to him 
as the nutnerals of arithni^etic to the sons of Adam. The 
thunderings of Hermon are the whisperings of his voice ; 
the rustling of his attire causeth lightnings and earth- 
quakes ; and with the shadow of his garment be bldt- 
teth out the sun ! He causes unbelievers to wander 
amid the whirlwind of error, and suits their souls to fu- 
ture torment. His justice refreshes the faithful, while 
damned spirhs confess it in despair,^ 

But for myself. Sir, I hardly knew what td make of 
you, as you were collecting your scattered limbs, and 
making preparations for anoiheir assault on the pas- 
sions of the audience. That you were a son of light- 
ning instead of thunder, was evident from the corrus- 
cations of fire and brimstone which came blazing from 
your lips, — more terrific than broad rivers of boiling 
lava. As yours is emphatically the eloquence of 
wrath, I expected you would next surprise the timid 
with a volcanic eruption from the nether hell. But in 

8 
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thtt, you entirely failed ! You had represented Actfi^ 
•fi as being so much worse than the old-rashioned hell^ 
that what you said in reference to the latter plaee^^ 
came like the pattering of small haiUstones after a 
•torm of bellowing thunders. All the anocious souls- 
were as still and quiet as a young brood, when protect** 
ed by pinions of safety. That you are a wonderfuL 
man, is cheerfully conceded. You create imaginary 
worlds with the movement of the lips; you smite 
them, and they dissolve in smoke. You command, andL 
the miseries of the damned are suspended ; they are^ 
transported in a balloon to heaven^ while saints in flut- 
tering robes of cherub-whiteness, divide in stately col- 
umns to let them pass to some dark corner t)f the um* 
verse, where you hide myriads in despair beneath the 
sole of your foot ! Without dropping a tear over their 
embryo miseries, or tempering their fate in the soft 
fountain of pity ! As though standing'astride the ocean, 
with one foot on the Andes and the other on the At- 
las, you gaze with eyes of tearless melancholy ; una- 
ble either to weep or to exult at the damning pros- 
pect outspread before you. Can you not say with 
9AURIN, ^ I sink, I sink, under the awful weight of my 
subject; — and I declare, when I see my relations, my 
friends, the people of my charge, this whole congrega* 
tion ; when I think that I, that you, that tve are aU 
threatened with these torments ; when 1 see — the least 
evidence, though it be only presumptive of my future 
misery, yet I find in the thought a mortal poisouj 
which diffuses itself into every period of my life, ren- 
dering society tiresome, nourishment insipid, pleasure 
disgustful, and life itself sl cruel bitter. I cease to 
wonder that the fear of hell hath made some mad 
and others melancholy ! ' Abandon then the mortal 
poison of endless hell-torments, and embrace that glo- 
rious gospel which produces in the believing heart, joy 
unspeakable and fulness of glory. 
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Think not, my dear Sir, ihat I hold up this mirror 
to judge and condemn you. My soul gushes forth to 
benevolence and pity. Nothing* but constant habit 
can render your doctrine tolerable, even to yourself. 
£ndless misery becomes palatable to Che moral taste 
of some, as the most noxious weed does, when habit 
h^s overcome natural taste. The longing of any mind 
for that doctrine, a wretched narcotic at the best, is 
vrholly artificial. The natural benevolence of the hu- 
man heart sickens at the thought of an endless hell- 
C!bristian benevolence soars infinitely above that bea- 
thenisii theory. 

Let me beseech you earnestly. Sir, to make no fur» 
tber reports concerning unknown worlds, except in 
the language of Scripture, lest you be suspected of 
pretending to be wise above what is written ; ed* 
pecially by, 

Yours respectfully, 

RUSSELL STREETER. 

Skirley ViUa^e, 2ith Oct. 1832. . 
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To Rev. Hope Brown^ 

CALVINIST MINISTER OF fHIRLET, MASS. 

People destroyed — How ? — Bible doctrine ofdestruction— Weslejr'fl 
views of Calvinism — ^Infdnts depraved — Self contradiction— Four 
days' meeUngs. 

Dear Sir : 

The object of this communication is two-fold, viz. 
to offer a few remarks upon your sermon of the 5th 
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infant, and give you a brief, unvarnished statement ol 
my views of protracted meetings. As you are inti- 
mately acquainted witli me,, I need not tell you 1 shall 
use great plainness of speech. You know it is my na- 
ture and practice to be open and frank in all my 
transactions. I do precisely, in this respect, as I would 
be done by. Of course, you will take no ofFence, il 
you are conscious of acting upon the same generous 
principle. 

Your Sermon, from Hosea xiii. 9, first claims a 
passing nofice. And beft)re we go farther, let me ask 
you candidly, whether this text says any thing about 
Israel's being destroyed in a future state ? ' No ;' 
must be the answer ; because they were already de- 
stroyed in this world. ' Thou hast destroyed thyself.' 
Very well. Does this text intimate that Israel would 
be destroyed, at any lime, so as to be excluded from 
hel'p ? ' No,' is the reply again ; because the text posi- 
tively asserts,'* in me is thine help.' Aly next ques- 
tion is, what attention did you pay to these facts, when 
you employed this very passage, as a foundation for 
the doctrine of endless damnation? 'None at all;' 
must be the answer of every candid discerning person 
who heard you. The sermon was, seriously speaking, 
one of tlie most wordy, incoherent productions that I 
ever heard from a man of any considerable experience 
in sermonizing. You would not be willing, it is pre- 
sumed, to commit it to the press. I will give you a 
fair price for the manuscript. If you think it will en- 
dure the test of fair investigation, you will accept my 
ofier. 

I was surprised, Mr. Rrown, that you paid no re- 
gard to the sense in which the word, destroy^ is used 
by the prophet from whom you selected your text. 
Your main object was, to make out by positive asser- 
tions, that sinners would destroy themselves eternally 
in a future stale } and yet hot be destroyed, but care- 
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liilly preserved for the unconsuming fire of endless 
lurniDgs ! It is a pity you did not just glance upon 
the 4th verse of chapter 6, by the same prophet ; from 
which it appears that the people and the priest were in 
the same predicament. ^ My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge : because thou hast rejected knowl- 
edge, [ will also reject thce^ and thou shatt be no priest 
to ME : seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God/ 
&c. That would have been appropriate. 

Instead of discussing your text, you seemed to feast 
yoursetf on the iniquities of ' the old world/ ' Sodom,' 
' Jerusalem,' and the present generation. It brought 
to my recollection the words of the Lord, by Hosefti 
ch. iv. 8, 9. ' They eat up the sijns of ray people, 
and they set their heart on their iniquity. And there 
shall be, like people, like priest ; and I punish them 
for their ways, and reward them for their doings.' 
While you were so animated in speaking against sin- 
ners, I could not avoid glancing a little upon the * ways' 
and means adopted to cover up the iniquities of some, 
who call themselves God's people, and your * doings' 
in regard to the ridiculous falsehoods and slanders 
which those people have put in circulation. Soberly 
and kindly, I thought your manuscript sermon would 
have rested much better on the ' Dirk and Blunder- 
buss' paper which you patronize, than on the face of 
that Holy Volume, in who^ truth refliecting mirror, 
you must have seen youself, but for your notes, in a 
startling attitude ! For a man, who confesses himself 
to be a sinner in every prayer which he offers to God,^ 
and whose word {is not disputed by those who know 
him best, ' to deal damnation round the land,' on alj 
of a similar character, is too presumptuous to be toler- 
ated with impunity. I had like to have said, * out of 
thine own mouthy thou art condemned^ But I wish to 
be charitable. 

Why did you not, Sir, in wandering through fields 
8* 
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of destruction, happen to fall on the 4th verse from 
70ur text ? It reads, — ' I will ransom them from the 
power of the grave : I will redeem them from death : 
O death, I will be thy plagues ; O grave, (or hell) I 
will be thy destruction : repentance shall be hid from 
mine eyes.' This is the manner in which God will 
help the dead as well as the living, without regard to 
human works. So thought St. Paul. *Wlio hath 
saved us, and called us, with a holy callings not ac- 
cording to'our luorks, but according to his own pur^ 
pose and grace, which, was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began ; but is now made manifest by 
the appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who hath abolished death and brought life and immor- 
tality to light through the gospel.* 2 Tim. i.. 9, 10. 
Not a word of all this,'did we hear from your lips, but 
the reverse. You were so bent upon the final ruin or 
a part of mankind, that, it did not occur to you, that 
* Christ came to destroy the works of the devil' — ' to 
destroy death and him that hath the power of death, . 
that is the devil, and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their life-time subject to bondage' — * to 
swallow up death in victory' < to make all things new, 
that there may be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
sighing, nor pain.' Bat you saw in your notes exact- 
ly the reverse ; the devil and liis works existing to all 
eternity, — never to be destroyed; and sorrow and sigh- 
ing increasing yet more and more forever. You saw 
Christ defeated in three fourths of his undertakings, 
,. not able to gain a victory over death and the devil ; 
but after exhausting his own means, and employing t 
whimpering priesthood to tell people how anxious He 
is to save those, whom God never intended should be 
saved, you saw him joining issue with the devil and 
the clergy, in dooming them to the very hell, to which 
his great co-worker in destruction, always meant they 
should go I ! Yes, you worked round and round, like 
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91 blind man in a boat, rowing on the wrong side to get 
out of the suction of a whirlpool, till you came to the 
foeus, (the judgment) whea lo ! your God, the Sa- 
viour, the devil, the angels and the priests united heart 
and hand, in Irurling ail ' fellow-sinners' down to end- 
less despair ! And, Sir, if I am never saved till I 
Worship and love such a supreme being as you describ- 
ed, I must join hands with father Wesley and go to 
hell, too ! He says, ' Calvinisls represent the God of 
heaven, as worse than the Devil ; more /a/i-e, more 
unjust, more cruel. More false, because the Devil, 
liar as he is, has never said he willed the salvation of 
all rneUi and God has ; more . unjust, because the 
Devil could not, if Ae would, be guilty of such injustice* 
as Calvinists ascribe to Deity ; and more cruel, be- 
cause that restless spirit might be tempted to seduce 
and injure others from a mistaken motive of diminish- 
ing his owii suffering ; whereas God is unalterably 
happy of himself, and yet he damns his uncreated off- 
spring to the ffaraes of hell forever ! ! If this be the 
true God, we must say, * Mourn, O ye heavens, and 
rejoice, O hell ! for the Lord God omnipotent reign- 
eth.' And to this sacred protestation of the pious 
Wesley, Twill unite the saying of the eloquent Chan- 
ning;— =•'! could not love such a being, if I woirfrf; 
and I would not \i I could J I am willing these words 
should be inscribed on my tombstone and breastplate, 
and go with me to the shadow of death and to the 
light of eternity ! Amen and Amen. 

Your sermon was not only inconsistent in itself, but 
opposed in many respects to those which preceded it. 
For example, Mr. Rogers taught the doctrine of total 
natural depravity ; that ' the temptations of life do not 
deprave the heart, but simply bring the natural de- 
pravity out ; bring it out ! All human beings then, 
are totally depraved, and destroyed in a moral respect, 
before they are bom. Their very nature is a mass of 
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moral corruption and ruin. So you taught us, by se- 
' lecting a hymn to precede the discourse, which says, 
speaking of out first parents, 

* They lost their garden and their God, 
And mind all their unborn race.* 

Consequently infants are born into the world morally 
ruined, ^de§troyed. It is impossible to evade this 
conclusion, unless you give up the premises. And 
yet, the notes of that charming hymn had scarcely 
died away, before you had the politeness to contradict 
the whole, and Mr. Rogers likewise^ by declaring that 
' people destroyed themselves by sinning ; yea, ruinoii 
themselves by actual transgression ! That little chil- 
dren were not destroyed and ruined,' because they do 
not commit sin ! ' that is, because they do not bring 
their depravity out. Had you forgotten. Sir, that the 

[)air of Eden ' ruined all their unborn race,' besides 
osing ' their garden and their God? ' It must be im- 
prudent to teach that children are safe, with a nature 
wholly corrupt, on account of not having their moral 
depravity brought out and exposed. May others also, 
look for protection, if they do not expose their nature 
by overt acts of iniquity ? But I will not waste time ; 
for no man of talents and reading can be so confound- 
edly stupid, as to believe that a being whose nature is 
a mass of moral pollution, can be less the subject of 
destruction, for keeping that depravity penned up in 
the heart ! All Calvinists teach, the conduct of the 
sinner is only the index of his heart, by which his true 
character is exhibited, or brought out I The nature 
and character, as they maintain, are the same before 
transgression as afterward. Hence you are ditched^ 
Sir, your own friends being your judges. 

You contradicted that position which Mr. Rogers 
said no one could dispute ^ viz. ' that the soul could 
not die.^ny more than God himself,' — and declared 



REV. MR. BROWN. 93 

that evjery soul died for its own sins. * The soul that 
stnnetb, it shall die.' As the soul of the father, so of 
the son also ; and that the children did not die' for the 
iniquities of the parents. And, moreover, that all who 
denied this doctrine, agreed with the old serpent, ' Ye 
shall not surely die.' I was truly surprised that you 
should not only represent your reverend friend from 
Townsend, as having used the substance of satan's old 
notes, by saying that souls could not surely die, but as 
though ambitious of such honor, contradict yourself 
once more, and preach the same doctrine too. You 
said that penitent sinners would escape the threatened 
death, and hence, would not die^ sure enough ! Do 
you not see that you were preaching the old sermon 
over again, ' Ye shall not surely die,^ if you will re- 
pent } If the penalty of the law was endless misery, 
then no soul dies which is fitted for heaven. So you 
preach that an unborn -race was ruined by their first 
parents, — that they are not ruined till they destroy 
themselves by actual sin,-rr-that the soul that sinneth 
shall die ; and yet that a great proportion of them shall 
not surely die, because they repent ! Why, Mr. Brown, 
your sermon contained more contradictions than there 
are right angles on a chess-board ! 

Mr. Chickering had represented sinners, in a state 
of nature, by a man in a boat, floating down a broad 
river near a tremendous cateract ; who being warned 
of his danger, should spring upon his oars without a 
prospect of saving himself. While working hard with 
fear and trembling, a friend on the shore throws a rope 
alongside the boat, and assures him that if he will cease 
trying to save himself, drop his oars and seize the rope, 
lie shall be saved without works ! But you. Sir, call- 
ed on sinners to be up and doing, — to work out their 
own eternal salvation with fear and trembling — without 
losing a moment's lime in the great work of the soul. 
You would have the man in the boat, work out to the 
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the shore, instead, of being worked out by the friend 
and his rope ! Yes, in your judgment-address, just be- 
fore 'the judgment liymn,' you called on sinners in a 
squeaking voice, much like the shrieks of a child just 
gone with the croup, — and said, 'My fellow-sinners^ 
we have not come here because xve think we can save 
you ; but we have come to point out the way of duty that 
you may save yourselves.^ These are your very words, 
and they caTne forth in simple, plain language, which no 
one could mistake, unless frightened out of his senses, 
by the agonizing manner in which it was spoken. 
You paid no attention to the boat similitude, nor to 
that of a * man clinging to the cleft of a rock, over a 
precipice of a thousand fathoms, who was told he must 
let go, and not try to save himself, but fall into the out- 
spread arms of a friend at the bottom, or he would be 
dashed to pieces by bringing the cleft down with him ! * 
No, you persisted in saying, ' we have not cotne to 
save you, but to point out the way of duty, that you 
may save yourselves /' If sinners save themselves by 
doing their duty, is not th^ir salvation by works ? And 
may I not propose the more fearful question, — ^If no 
sinners are saved from endless-hell torments, except-^ 
ii)g those who perfortn their whole duty, who then can 
be saved P Non6. - Though there are worthy people 
in your church and society, yet, you do not believe 
there is owe, either male Or female, who lives up to the 
requirement, ' All things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, do ye even so unto them.' 
It was a miracle in ' the Son of man ' to live and act 
according to this requisition 5 and never had he a fol- 
lower on earth, who did not occasionally wander from 
this sun-bright path. Hence, as Mr. Chickering said, 
* Every mouth must be stopped, and the whole world, 
on the score of works, become guiliy before God/ 

Lastly. 1 feel it my duty to lay before you my un- 
disguised opinion of four-days meetings. I form my 
decision from re{)orts, facts, and personal observation. 
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One year ago last August, T heard you deliver a 
Liccture at neighbor Worcester's, on the eve of re- 
turning from n protracted meeting at Leominster. You 
had been on a similar pilgrimage to Bolton, the veeek 
preceding* Well, Sir, what report did you make of 
yourself and others? Why, as the recording angiel 
will bear me testimony, it was this : 

In your first prayer, with your holiest people around 
you, in whose behalf you spake * in the first person 
plural,' you said ; ' O Lord, we are pinners in thy holy 
sight ; we confess ourselves sinners indeed ; for we dis- 
obey thy commands and tread thy holy law under our 
feet. kVe arc sinners, O God 5 poor blind and misera- 
ble sinners, and justly deserve thy displeasure,' fac. 
Now, Sir, do not suppose I was so uncharitable as to 
dispute the truth of what you said. There were per- 
sons enough present to testify that you were all sin- 
ners ; and / was fully convinced that you were ' blind 
and miserable.' But the question which arose in my 
mind was, what influence have the four-days meetings 
had upon these people ? Because, as all must perceive, 
if you were not what you pretended, ' poor, blind and 
miserable,' you blasphemed by uttering such language 
in such a manner. So I took what you said for grant- 
ed, as a solemn truth. Well, pretty soon along came 
the sermon from Ezekiel xviii. 13, in part. 'Make you 
a new heart.' Before reading the text, however, you 
made a few remarks concerning the meetings at Leo- 
minster and Bolton, and expressed a wish that they 
might be judged by their fruits, &;c. An unfortunate 
criterion, I thought, since those • who went from home 
as saints, returned as miserable sinners ! However, I 
made the best of it, and concluded we should have the 
brighter side of the picture, when the sermon came on. 
But, merciful sake, the truth came forth in still deeper 
shades ! You began — ' My A^diV brethren and friends, 
we have assembled here this evening, as miserable si^ 
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ners I as a company of poor guilty sinners, seeking the 
salvation of our immortal souls,' &;c. Hence, you 
would bear cross-examination ; for the last declaration 
agreed with the first, with the addition of the word 
guilty ; and all sinners are guilty ! 

These were ' the first fruits ' then, of protracted 
meetings, even their friends being judges. For, beit 
observed, that, so far, I have related your own report, 
and civilly given you the credit of telling the truth. 
And certainly, it would be impolite and uncharitable 
to dispute a man's word, where his own conscience 
appears to have dictated his confession. May I now 
give my own testimony ? — I am fully satisfied that 
some of your church and congregation have been 
'waxing worse and worse' for a year past. I say 
some of them. Instead of seeking the salvation of 
their own souls, they have been busily engaged in 
hunting up slanders, in order to destroy their peacea- 
ble and innocent neighbors. They remain * pcor, blind, 
guilty, miserable sinners !'' as you said they were a 
year since. Your friends and church-members have 
been biting and devouring each other. And I soberly 
believe that one object of the late meeting was, to rec- 
oncile and unite contending parties, smother and cov- 
er up the bui^ning feuds of the church, and raise such 
a dense cloud of smoke and steam, that the public at- 
tention might be diverted from the^re which raged at 
the bottom of the kiln. , If I am mistaken, please cor- 
rect me. God knows I do not mean to be censorious, 
nor to speak disrespectfully, of the peaceable and ti;or- 
thy people of your order. And if you can reform 
those to whom 1 allude, by any means whatever, I beg 
you to do it. I will be the first to give the conversion 
publicity. No s\ich fruits have as yef been gathered. 
When you will operate upon the hopes or fears of a 
dishonest, shuffling niggard, so as to bring hiiii forth, 
a fair-dealing, open-hearted man, I will: give you the- 
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praise of having produced one good conversion ; ami 
pay you a salary yearly, as long as we both reside iq 
this town, of twenty-five dollars ! But when you ex- 
x^'ne the/far5of an upright man, and convert his cheer-* 
fulness into churlishness, the result will not be suffi- 
<:ienily novel to deserve particular notice. And, to 
touch delicate subjects with a cautious pen, if you will 
purify the tattling lips of k prudish gipsy, and fill her 
breath with the fragrance of truth, instead of the poi- 
son of slander, I will hail you as a good minister of 
Jesus Christ. If, on the contrary, your everlasting 
wneetings for preaching, praying, and intjuiries, should 
<]raw a few virtuous and amiable young females from 
the loveliness of youthful pursuits into the deformities 
x)f sub-Calvinism, and change their innocent gaiety into 
liabits of morose gravity and sectarian mischief, 1 shall 
still contend with Dr. Griffin, that such conversions 
are the fruits of * mere tricks ' and * low barbarous 
slang.' And since you have expressed a very pious 
wish that /n)ight be converted^ may I be allowed to 
reciprocate that benevolent desire ; and gently to add, 
^ When thou art converted, strengthen the brethren ;' 
not by continuing to listen to tales of falsehood, and 
assisting in giving them circulation, but by setting aa 
example of equity, mercy and humility. Remenibeiry 
Sir, ' He that refuseth reproof, ^rreth. He tliat bideth 
hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slander, 
is a fool.' Think of this, while looking over the con- 
temptible pages of the oracle of defamation^ which 
you anxiously take from the office, as- preparatory ta 
Sabbath exercises. 

I am entirely satisfied from four days* close attend- 
ance, that protracted meetings are designed to mislead 
and deceive the public. The distinguishing doctrines 
of Calvin were cautiously avoided, and rank Armin- 
ianism poured forth in torrents. You frittered the sys- 
tem of Calvio, Watt3, Podd^idge^Gwp^, Jtlpptuoa 
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£dwards, Worcester, Brainerd, Emmons, Griffin, 
Beecher, Tyler, Woods, Stuart, Porter, and a host of 
others renowned for tale<its, concerning the sovereign 
purpose oj God in the salvation of sinners, into a tlim 
linsey-woolsey of Divine wishes and desires^ without 
regard to the word of God or the common sense of 
men. Your meeting was a bungling imitation of Meth- 
odist camp-meetings and the like ; against which the 
whole phalanx of Calvinian priests set their faces, like 
flint, for thirty years or more. Ascertaining that their 
system would not endure the test of cool investigation, 
and that the tide of proselypsm was- in favor of other 
sects, a host of them rushed forth like maniacs from 
tombs, and bursting the bands of their creed, cried 
out, Juhu-like, Come, see our zeal for the Lord of 
hosts ! And the only agreeable part of the enthusias- 
tic farce is, that those shepherds who were inclined to 
slumber away their time in dreamy indolence, fatten- 
ing on the spoils and fleeces of their flocks, are com- 
pelled to labor hard, earning their bread by a servi- 
tude worse than the sweat of the brow. But a very 
respectable proportion of your order are opposed to 

* the new system of operations.' Even the Rev. Mr. 
Hubbard, of Lunenburgh, holds your meetings in high 
disapprobation. 

Such horrid descriptions are given of God and his 
law, that credulous, timid souls are more alarmed 
in being told that God's spirit is present, than they 
would be to encounter a host of Salem witches and a 
ligion of evil demons ! It was obviously so at the late 
meeting. The announcement of the Divine presence^ 
excited crushing awe and thrilling fear. The fearful 
souls who went to the anxious meeting, were first 
threatened before the whole congregation, with the 
wrath of God in hell forever, if they did not go with- 
out delay ! They were told by Mr. Chickering that 

* that ittomeBt was probably the kiming paini of their 
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souls' salvation.' I saw iheni enter the chamber of 
salvation or damnation, as the case might he, with the 
apparent reluctance thai they would approach a tomb, 
notorious for chattering ghosts and grissly apparitions ! 
Young maidens and weeping children, pale wiih fear, 
sat and stood about the room, mute as the inmates of 
the sepulchre. Not a word escaped their trembling 
lips ! All was whist as the mansion of death, except 
now and then a cautious movement or a suppressed 
sigh, as though the sexton had made some premature 
interments : when ' the angel of the church' at Bolton, 
told them that they were in the presence of the great 
God, whose love or anger they must share forever J 

He said it was an awful place ! and his young 
friends were placed in a new and perilous situation ! 
the eye of an offended and angry God, looking right 
into every sinful heart 1 That their immortal welfare 
or wo depended on the choice they were making that 
very moment. If they submhted, welj; but if they 
refused, they might never have another chance to se- 
cure the salvation of the soul, but be given over and 
cast into hell, where the worm never dies and the fire 
shall never be quenched, &;c. ; and much more of the 
same monstrous description. His prayer was fmmthe 
same web. And what rendered the performance worst 
of all, was, Mr. Chickering acknowledged that he did 
not know as he was convened ! He hoped be had 
met with a saving change, but did not dare say he had 
for certainty ; as the heart was so deceitful and despe- 
rately wicked, that he was liable, like otheis, to in- 
dulge a false hope ! And yet this very man, who did 
not pretend to know whether he had been brought 
from darkness to light, from deaih to life, from sin to 
holiness, or from ihe service of Satan to the service of 
God — this man, 1 say, was leading the lambs of the 
flock — he knew not where ! Yes, his inexperienced 
tongue was acceleratiog the slaughter of youUifiil lof^ 
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liness and the soft smiles of innocence, and presenting^ 
in their stead, a sppctnil group of young faces all bath- 
ed in briny tears ! — Mr. Fisher was more mild and 
rational ; still, even he was not prepared to fan their 
fainting souls with consolation ; saying, 

^ His own soil hand shall wi^e the tears 

From every weeping eye ; 
And pains, and groans, and griefs, and fears, 

And death itself shall die.' 

Now I ask you seriously, Mr. Brown, whether the 
meeting at Miss Little's corresponded in any degree, 
with your announcement before the congregation ? 
You said, they would retire for conversation^ &c. But 
did you not know that no conversation would be held ? 
If \\\2kX was not duplitity and decpption^ I wish you. 
would furnish me- with a name. The simple truth of 
the case is obvious. The practice of" having the anx» 
ious tise in public to be prayed for, is getting unpopu- 
litr. Hence the method is adopted to call them out of 
meeting, as a sort of pledge that they will be consider- 
ed as inquirers, and to ascertain what the prospect is 
for making proselytes. You knew there would be no 
time suitable for ' conversation ' on ihe momentous sub- 
ject of salvation ; and that iluose little children and year- 
jui youth, would be no better prepared to ask ques- 
tions and receive answers, at that time and, |>]ace, than 
they would the moment after an earthquake, which had 
rocked the everlasting hills on their foundations ! 

To conclude. 1 am opposed to protracted meetings 
on account of your setting the commands of Jesus at 
defiance, by the multiplicity and ' vain^repetition * of 
prayers. The same thing was said, over and over 
a^ain. It appeared as though you either meant to 
drill the people into submission, or wear out the pa- 
tience of Him, who knows what we need, before we 
ask him. When the Piiests sat the example or gave 
wt tb0 tub^f^t^ of prayer, entirely difibrent from what 
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our Lord recommended, and sat the honest deacons to 
pray over the same story, by the hour, it reminded me of 
the CaZmwc5 of Tartar Tribes, who, as the historian says, 
have certain windmills, called praying machines^ into 
which the owner of the hut throws his prayers as written 
by the priest^ that they may be turned round by the wind, 
and save him the trouble of turning them by his own 
breath. The priests^ also, have a cylindrical wooden 
box, to receive written prayers^ and having placed it per- 
pendicularly on a stick, they sit down beside if, pull it 
back and forwards with a string, gravely smoking their 
pipes while performing the ceremony ; believing that to 
render prayers efficacious, it is necessary to keep them 
in motion, either by the lips, a windmill, or a cylindrical 
box. Did not the praying concern go on much in the 
same way, at the recent meeting ? Were they not as 
really formal as the written prayers of the Calmucs ? 
And was there, seriously, any more life or fervor in 
niost of them, than in the petitions turned round by 
* praying machines ? ' I mean nothing personally dis- 
respectful towards any one. But I must discharge my 
whole duly, and expose, as my Master did, format 
and false praying. Jesus Christ was the devout friend 
of PHAYER ; and yet, no servant of Crod ever took so 
much liberty in exposing hypocritical praying, as He did. 
He reproved those who expected to be heard for their 
much speaking, and vain repetitions. I would imitate 
bis example. And tell me, Sir, were you obeying the 
command of Jesus, when you blew the trumpet, from 
day to day, and announced that there would be pray- 
ing in the synagogue, by the hour, for certain speci- 
fied objects ? The subjects were ' cut and dried ' for 
public use, and only needed *to be put in motion,' by 
the lipsy as it would seem. They consisted chiefly, in 
prayers for parents, that their unrenewed children 
might immediately be converted. A pions child, pray- 
ing for ungodly parents. A dear mother asking pray*- 
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ers that a very wicked son, or daughter, who was ab- 
sent, might be struck under conviction. A pious 
daughter praying that her unregenerate mother might 
experience reh'gion. A weeping wife entreating that 
her unsanciified husband might be brought over, be-' 
fore the meeting closed, &c. These are specimens of 
your supplications extra. I wish to treat the subject 
in a becoming manner. But how were these written 
petitions repeated? Why, Sir, in a manner with 
which nothing but ice could sympathize. When you 
convince me that one holy desire of a mother for her 
childy warm from her maternal heart, would not reach 
th« ear of God, before any one else could begin a for- 
mal clumsy petition, as cold and scattering as the snow- 
flakes of November, I will countenance such ceremo- 
nies, too. Not till then can I be silent, while dull 
formality supplants those fire-winged prayers of the 
soul, which ascend to Heaven with a rapidity that 
would leave the sun-beam at immeasurable distance 
behind. I am sorry to have occasion to speak thus 
plainly. But my blessed Saviour sat me the exam- 
ple, by denouncing similar performances. They are 
extra ceremonies, designed to alarm and excite and 
produce extra efiects. And were I to shrink from du- 
ty; while my own children are exposed to such 
schemes of priest-craft, I should deserve the execra- 
tion of an enlightened community, the stings of con- 
science in death, and the ghost of injured innocence to 
flutter and scream in eternal mockery of my timidity 
and cowardice, at my tomb-door. 

With sentiments of friendship, 
Yours, 

RUSSELL STREETER. 

SkirUy ViUagt 26<A, Oct. 1832. 



ERRATA. 

Page 8, third line from bottom, fbr ' your' read you. 
" 10, fifth iine from bottom, for * form me ' read * forn^ of me,* 
'* 14, fifth line from top, for * all ' read me, 
*< 15, eleventh line from top, for * perceive * read perceived. 
** 21, ninth line from top, for * expounded ' read expanded, 
** 22, ninth line from top, for < in the hell ' read * in chooeing 
the ' Ac. 

Pa^e 26, sixteenth line from bottom, for ^ would the * read < would 
efthe*. 

Page 30, ninth line from bottom, for * known ' r«ad heaven. 



